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VZA (R) — Mestinjam marked their “independence day** on Sunday 
it fewer celebrations than m past ang v eraa riea. e»pi«ri«g fr ust rat ion 
the stow pace of Mkhfie Ease peace talks. Where is the state? Why 
celebrate? Everybody is frustrated? Ibrahim Ragefa, m activist 
p,' the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Fateh fapinw jp Oaza 

id. Fnv years ago, PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat declared an 
fc p en d cat state of Palestine. On the past three “independence days,” 
m&ands thronged streets decked with baikxms and red, greet), black 
4 white Palestinian flags to celebrate. But this year, only a few modest 
iebratfons marked the anniversary. Witnesses said Israeli police used 
u gas and dubs to doperae a demonstration of 1 .500 on the main street 
‘ East Jerusalem. Some demonstraton stoned police. In Gaza City, 
fOKTS also used force to break up a procession by 1,000 high school 
identx. A few streets were deconued with balloons, Pal estinian flags 
d posters of Mr. Arafat. 
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Pakistani go v cmmB i t rounds up opposition 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani police detained more than 150 opposition 
activists Sunday in raids ahead of a planned march on parliament by 
opposition leader Benazir Bhutto on Wednesday, officials of her party 
sad. “If Benazir Bhutto eonrirmcn to behave in the int r an sigent manner 
rh*t she has adopted, we vffl reconsider our decision to allow the march 
into Islamabad,” Interior Minister Shojaat Hussain told reporters. Police "" 

■ raided scores of opposition offices and homes, ro undi ng up more than ISO 
-people in Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Karachi, Peshawar and towns in Punjab 
prov in c e , opposition officials said. Ms. Bhutto, leader of the Pakistan 
People’s Party, said last week she would lead a march along the 18-km 
(11-tnQc) route from Rawalpindi to the parliament in Islamabad on 
Wednesday. “This is a holy war against the most corrupt and incompetent 
government,” a party spokesman said. Ms. Bhutto, a former prime 
minister, says (he government should resign to nuke way for elections. 
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= ® lve - w ho i AN (J.T.) — His Royal 
ne noi be n^ess Crown Prince Hassan 


:rw°ii| s haveT/.hiiiday Jordan is passing 
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tn "V* 'on D^jh a transitional period 
*J mtlhon}. .on developing as a state of 
g in 8,000 feei n « a seminar on Democracy 
'ater abc-.j; Supremacy of Law In 
southern OrnJj 1 and Germany, Prince 
broke ir, ivft 'n stressed the need for 
«do-; j o\ 5 JJe to take Mami e legisla- 
te on i’j- ^ into consideration so as to 
ion. the principles of 

ties 1 . it* :z for ju*** an ti legal dialogue be- 
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rv-rt , n European and Muslim 
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Ji A th SiT-t Prince voiced hope that 

z Ibr. '^minar win act as a catalyst 
ura. ' , ‘ J % omoting dialogue between 
eperts in Jordan and Ger- 
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• ' : ' AN (J.T.) — The Cabinet 
J - - 'tided to add two new mem- 
the Jordanian delegation 
bilateral peace talks with 
Central Bank Deputy 
f f mor Michel Marto and 
i Corporation General 
■■ ?:oor Dureid Mahasnch win 
, :plKC any members of the 
'.ttion, according to foreign 
a -.ay sources. The sources 
-■ je ddegtion needs the teeb- 
. - . expertise of- the new mem- 


Mubarak sees possibility of 
bridging Palestinian, Israeli gap 


Peres holds firm in rejecting 
discussion of Palestinian state 


CAIRO (Agencies) — President 
Hosni Mubarak Sunday met with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Feres and said the Middle East 
peace process is facing only tem- 
porary obstacles that will be re- 
moved. 

Mr. Mubarak, talking to repor- 
ters after his meeting with Mr. 
Peres, said the gap between 
Palestinians and Israelis can be 
bridged. But he did not say how. 

Mr. Peres, however, said Israel 
will not consider Palestinian de- 
mands for talks on independence 
in the occupied territories until 
after the question of interim self- 
government is resolved! 

“We suggest to deal with the 
first things first and the second 
things second,” declared Mr. 
Peres, invited to Cairo for talks 
on ways to break a deadlock in 
peace negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 

The Israeli foreign minister 


told reporters his country had 
done all it could to make int erim 
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:OBI(R) — Sudanese Pres- 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir 
sn-a one-day visit to Kenya 
..C*iOf!y ^ 1061 Kenyan Prest- 
Damel Arap Men for talks 
p- : £ war in southern Sudan, 
Xyls said. The talks lasted two 
X- and focused on die oonfficr 
bloodshed in southern 
{i, they added. They said 
V.-Moi stressed the “urgent 
'V-T to resolve the ocmflict, 
-f. - ’ hati caused massive loss of 
.' .id property. 
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-AI (R) — Iraq’s Justice 
-;iter Shabib A1 Maliki 
3d an «Mvaiiiitinn attempt 
he arrived late at a court- 
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. firi. trie isiannc Kcvonmon in 
3 - ( ' : 5CIR1) said Mr. Shabib had 
^ 5 ,?vfdue to visit the courthouse 
Umara p rov in ce, southeast 
ghdad near the Iranian bor- 
on November 4 when a 
L . exploded, destroying tire 
. -ng. Mr. Shabib was 35 nn- 
y?. late, the Tehran-based 
said in a statement sent to 
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*■ \i» iERS (R) — Security forces 

arrested 23 Musfim .ftm- 
• |ft ‘ '' X .-X atafists in thetr pursuit of 


- - liters of the outlawed Isla- 
d; ahratioa Front (FIS), Alger- 

r-'Sdal news agency APS said 
ip-.- The arrests, with six 

w" :r '. j“B reported on Saturday, 
v ‘“ to more thianSdO.Ihe num- 
Ji people detained rince Oct. 
• ^inn>^rayahewriiti-taioristlaw 
• 1 : ' -, jgf into force. 
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2 f.'? to, Egypt (AP) — Tourism 
terFbad Saltan Stmday^c- 
v'es.''- Egyptian and foreign ex- 
oS carrying out terrorist 
■ 'is against touri sts with the 
rf destabihsh^ Egypt Mr. 

- X i did not specif^ which fore- 

■ "; .<v Rmfey was involved in Ae 11 
% is on tomets since Jane, 
safor Egyptian officielshave 
accused ban of being 
d the jmsoraeof violence by . 
. Sng Egyptum Muslim ex- 
-sts with money and aura 
'XV'xteted stay, page 7&. . . - 
j p-: 


self-government something 
tangible. 

“Yet at the same time... the 
niftier to the Palestinians is aimed 
to have an interim solution which 
is not complete independence, 
but for a limited period of time.” 
Mr. Peres met with the Egyp- 
tian leader for two and a half 
hours and then held talks with his 

iussa 


at tbe foreign ministry. 

IBs visit to Egypt comes at a 
time when Middle East peace 
talks currently underway ■ is 


Washington are stalled. 

But Mr. Mubarak objected to a 
reporters’ description of the 
negotiations as “blocked.” 

“You are describing them as 
blocked. If there are some obsta- 
cles in die way, they will be 
removed.” 

Egypt is die only Arris country 
that has a peace treaty with Israel 
that was signed in 1979. It is not 
directly involved in the negotia- 
tions, but it plays an important 
mediating role between the par- 
ties. 

Asked if there was any possibil- 
ity to bridge the gap between the 
Israeli and the Palestinian posi- 
tions, President Mubarak said: 
“The possibilities are there and 
it is a question of time.” 

But he refused to say if Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
who visited Egypt for three days 
last week, asked lam to relay a 
message to Israel. Mir. Arafat met 
with Mr. Mnbarak and Mr. Mus- 
sa during his stay. 

“All what I could tell you is 
that we bad Mr. Arafat here. He 
had long discussions with me, 
discussions with the foreign 
minister for the sake of peace and 
how to solve the problems be- 
tween the Israelis and the Palesti- 
nians,” Mr. Mubarak said. 

Israel has offered the Palesti- 
nians tainted self-rale in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza. It has 
proposed that the Palestinians set 
up an administrative council to 
supervise dafly activities in areas 


such as health and education. 

But the Palestinians have in- 
sisted that the governing council 
have legislative authority and 
they want a commitment that 
Israel will * withdraw from the 
territories and that autonomy will 
lead to independence. 

Israel refuses to talk about 
withdrawal until the end of a 
5-year interim period of limited 
autonomy, as mandated by the 
Camp David accords signed with 




r. Peres’ statements on Sun- 
day showed that Israel’s position 
is unchanged. After his meeting 
with Mr. Mussa, he said Israel 
has made several proposals for an 
interim period of limited Palesti- 
nian seif-rule. 

“But, as mandated by Camp 
David, the proposal is to find a 
partial solution for the Palesti- 
nians, not a co mp rehensive one, 
for a period of five yean. From 
the thud year, we wiD start nego- 
tiating for a final solution that will 
be satisfactory.” 

He said there has been little 
pr ogress in the talks but express- 
ed optimism for the future. 

“I can say we will achieve 
progress.” 

On Syria. Mr. Peres again 
raised the issue of a summit be- 
tween Syrian President Hafez AJ 
Assad and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

“Negotiation with Syria should 
be held at the same level as 


(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat in Khartoum 


reportedly to hold 
talks with Hamas 


KHARTOUM ( AP) — Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat arrived 
in Khartoum Sunday and met 
with a Sudanese politician who is 
mediating between him and lead- 
ers of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, his fun- 
damentalist rivals in the Israefr- 
occupsed territories. 

Mr. Arafat met with Hassan 
Turabi, a Muslim leader who is 
believed to be the power behind 
the throne in Sudan, immediately 
after Ira arrival. 

Following die meeting, Mr. 
Arafat said be had briefed Mr. 
.Turabi on the latest develop- 
ments in the occupied terri to ri es 
and progress of die Palestinian 


aprnang. 

There was no (indication 
whether the meeting was also 
attended by Hamas leaders. Be- 
fore Mr. Arafat’s departure from 
Tunis, PLO officials said that be 
was expected to meet with Hamas 
leaders in Khartoum in an effort 
to aid the infighting. 

No reconciliation was ex- 


Previous attempts have failed 
to bridge the gap between Mr. 
Arafat’s mainstream Fatah fac- 
tion, which supports the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks, and Hamas, 
which opposes the talks. 

The PLO officials said that Mr. 
Arafat’s planned meeting with 
-Hamas was the result of months 
of metfiation efforts by Mr. Tnra- 
tn. It was prompted by reports of 
increasing Iranian support to 
Hamas, which gained recognition 
from the Iranians Saturday as 
“sole legal representatives” of 
the Palestinian struggle. 

Hamas is a driving force behind 
the Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli role in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza. 

It is Fatah’s mam competi t i on 
for loyalty among Palestinians in 
the territories and recently joined 
forces with nine other Palestinian 
groups opposed to die peace 
talks. 

The groups, including the 
seoond- and thmHaigest PLO 
factions — the Damascus-based 


(Continued ob page 5) 


Yeltsin courts Civic 
Union before congress 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin and Russia’s strong 
industrial lobby pursued then- 


hesitant courtship at the 
weekend, raising chances for a 
(teal that could boost the refor- 
mist camp at a crucial session of 


But widi just over two weeks to 
go before the make-or-break 
Congress of People’s Deputies, 
key differences dearly remain. 
The two sides put out feelers to 
other at a congress of the 
.infiuential union of nkhistriaKds, 
whose leader Arkady Volsky sig- 
nalled wiHmgness to c omp r o mise 
with the pro-market government 
of acting Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar. 

“I am extremely sa tis fie d with 
the steps the government has 
been taking recently,” said Mr. 
Vo&ky, who has been tipped to 
lace the embattled p re m ier. - 
'e are. beginning to take steps 
to meet each other ami that is 
very important” 

Yeltsin spoke of “greater rap- 
prochement” on reform. 

I from ftw industrialists 
Qvic Union umbrella 


group, of which they form a key 
part, is vital to the president in 
the run-up to the congress, Rus- 
sia’s supreme legislature, which 
starts on Dec. 1. 

Qvic Union, which claims die 
s up p or t of . up to 40 percent of 
congress deputies, could dedsive- 
Jy swing the outcome of an ex- 
pected conservative bid to trim 
Mr. Yehsin’s powers, sack some 
ministers or even bring down the 
whole government 

Despite some conciliatory talk 
by both sides, sharp differences 
remained. 

Mr. Yeltsin rejected pres sure 
to grant more state support to 
industry in the form of one tril- 
lion roubles ($2.4 bflKon) of Cen- 
tral Bank cre di ts, caffing this a 
recipe for hyperinflation. 

Tne industiiaiists, in a strongly- 
worded state men t, said the gov- 
ernment’s policy bad plunged 
most of the population below the 
poverty line ami called on it to 
“amend” the reforms while main- 
taining the overall course towards 
a frec-market ec o nomy. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Israel pulls 
some big 
guns out 
of Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R)— 
Israel has pulled out a few artil- 
lery batteries from its South 
Lebanon self-proclaimed “secur- 
ity zone” bat plenty of troops, 
tanks and firepower remain to bit 
guerrillas, security sources said 
Sunday. 

They said the Israeli aimy with- 
drew three batteries of four guns 
each from the 15- km (trine-mile) 
area it occupies in South Lebanon 
Saturday night. It pulled out 
three batteries on Friday. 

“They pulled out three artillery 
batteries last night but still have 
plenty left,” said a U.N. source in 
South Lebanon, adding that no 
tanks or troops had returned to 
die Jewish state. 


Security sources said the depar- 
ture of 12 big guns on Friday left 
about 45 extra Israeli artillery 
pieces in the zone after last 
week’s buildup. 

They were brought in with 
tanks, troops and missiles which 
poured into the zone and along 
Israel’s northern border after 
FGzbollah (Party of God) rocket 
attacks into the Jewish state. 

The buildup was the largest 
once the zone was set up in 1985 
after Israel withdrew the bulk of 
the troops which invaded Leba- 
non in 1982. 


Lebanese residents of the zone 
said Sunday tfaay saw no major 
change in Israeli strength and 
most new Israeli positions estab- 
lished for the reinforcements 
were still manned by tanks, artil- 
lery and troops. 

Israeli officers said the army 
was reducing its presence in the 
zone after a show of force be- 
cause calm had returned. In 
northern Israel, Reuter corres- 
pondents reported that witnesses 
said they saw convoys of tanks 
and troops return to the Jewish' 
state. 

“The forces have thinned out 
somewhat, not a lot. But some 
did come out at the weekend,” 
said a resident of Kiryat Shmona, 
a town of 20,000 people near 
Israel’s northern bonier. 

Hie army officially dedined 
comment about any withdrawal, 
refusing as usual to discuss details 
of troop movements. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
said on Friday Israel was resigned 
to a long struggle a ggmer the 
Iranian-backed guerrillas who 


(Continued on page 5) 



MOMENTS OF JOY iFamiBes of prisoners and 
drtninrrn pardoned by the general amnesty issued 
by BBs Majesty King Hussein on Thursday cele- 


brate as they await the release at their relatives on 
(see page 3) Photo by Yousef A1 


Sharif Zeid, chairman of House 


panel discuss public freedoms 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of 
the Public Freedoms and Citizens 
Rights Committee at the Lower 
House of Parliament Ibrahim 
Khreisat said Sunday that all poli- 
tical prisoners and detainees in 
the country have included in the 
general amnesty announced by 
His Majesty King Hussein Thurs- 
day. 

The amnesty set free members 
of two Islamic political organisa- 
tions as well as left wing political 
activists who have been charged 
or convicted Of security-related 
offences. 

After the amnesty, all out- 
standing issues related to pass- 
ports and dismissals are consi- 


dered settled, said Mr. Khreisat. 

In a statement following a 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Mr. 
Khreisat also said the govern- 
ment has reached an agreement 
with the committee to deal with 
all outstanding issues related to 
.public freedoms. 


meeting with the prime minis ter 
followed last week’s meeting by 
Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parti ament Abdul Latrf Arabiyat 
and committee members who de- 
cided to present the government 
with a set of demands and recom- 
mendations on the matter. 


Mr. Khreisat said that the gov- 
ernment will soon embark on a 
study of all cases related to 
citizens dismissed from work for 
political reasons or those dep- 
rived of their passports and mat- 
ters related to the work of dubs 
and charitable organisations. 

Mr. Khreisat said that the 


He said the demands are consi- 
dered as a follow-up to a commit- 
tee report prepared during the 
extraordinary parliamentary ses- 


sion last summer. 


The agreement with the prime 
minister Sunday covered pro- 
cedural steps to be taken to settle 
all outstanding issues as soon as 
possible, said Mr. Khreisat. 


France 

Mideast peace 
role stressed 


MANAMA (AP) — French Fore- 
ign Minister Roland Dumas said 
Sunday his country could help 
push forward the Middle East 
peacemaking process and break 
“the barriers of mistrust.” 

Mr. Dumas, in Bahrain on the 
second leg of a Gulf tour that is 
covering Qatar, Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia, underscored the 
French role a week ahead of a 
planned visit by President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand to Jordan and 
Israel. 

“France, like Europe, is con- 
cerned with the peace process, 
and France has often been urged 
to play its role and benefit the 
peace march, and each time it 
was ready to do so in line with its 
policy,” he said, speaking 
through an Arabic interpreter. 

But France, be said, has not 
intention to introduce a substitute 
process. “It will do whatever it 
can, whenever it can add, to 
enable the progress and to break 
down the barriers of mistrust,” he 
said. 

He was evasive about details, 
but while in Qatar ahead of 
Bahrain he was qnoted as saying 
his country was keen to use its 
contacts to expand the participa- 
tion in the negotiations, again 
without being specific. 

The Bahrain leadership urged a 
bigger role by France to induce 
progress at the U.S.-ied talks and 
to help lead to a just and lasting 
settlement in the Middle East, he 
said. 

On the situation in the Gulf 
Mr. Dumas said that Gulf war 
sanctions against Iraq should be 
lifted as soon as possible and 
President Saddam Hussein’s ous- 
ter should not be a condition for 
thetr removal. 


(Coutfoued on page 5) 


GCC minus Qatar recommends Gulf army 


KUWAIT (AP) — Defence 
ministers of five Gulf Arab states 
recommended Sunday that an ex- 
isting joint force become the nuc- 
leus for a future Gulf army. 

They also demanded that Iran 
abide by agreements to share 
disputed islands in the waterway 
and accused Iraq of creating re- 
gional tension. 


weighed at a December summit 
in Abu Dhabi of the area’s rulers, 
who have shown little inclination 
for coordinated action to date. 

Sheikh Ali said the defence 
ministers agreed that maintainin g 
the 10,000-man force was the best 
of three options for forging a 
unified Golf front. 


the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) regarding Abu Musa, and 
expressed their support to the 
UAE regarding its sovereignty 
over the Tomb Islands. 


our opinions.’’ 

He said the Qatari-Saudi bor- 
der dispute was not discussed in 
die meeting. “It is not a dispute, 
it is a misunderstanding.” be said. 


The officials failed to announce 
any concrete steps toward forging 
a unified front against their giant 
neighbours, and the decision to 
strengthen the 10,000-man Penin- 
sula Shield force was made in the 
absence of Qatar. 

Qatar, boycotted the meeting 
of the six-member Golf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) due to an 
ongoing border spat with Saudi 
Arabia. 


He said the other two 
were establishing a new n 
dent force, and each state con- 
centrating on developing its own 
army. 

But be did not say if the sugges- 
tion by Sultan Qaboos of Oman 
to boost the force to 100,000 men 
had been accepted, or provide 
other details. The Saudi-based 
force remained idle when Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in August 1990. 


“What Iran is doing is consi- 
dered unfriendly,” Sheikh Ali 
told reporters. “We call on Iran 
to be less rash and more reaso- 
nable., .and solve the problems of 
Abu Musa and die Greater and 
Lesser Tunbs.” 


“We recommend that Peninsu- 
la Shield become a nucleus for a 
future force,” Kuwait’s Defence 
Minister Sheikh Ali AJ Sabah 
told an airport press conference. 

The recommendation will be 


Since the Gulf war ceasefire, 
area states have signed trilateral 
accords wife Western nations but 
done tittle on collective security. 

In their closing statement, the 
five ministers asked Iran to abide 
by die agreements it signed with 


■ Iran on Thursday reiterated its 
claim to Abu Musa, a small island 
near the entrance to the Gulf 
which has been in dispute for 
several months, but said some 
residents turned back earlier 
would be allowed to return. 

Kuwait’s defence minister play- 
ed down Qatar’s boycott. 

“We in tbe Gulf do not see 
ourselves as (separate) states and 
peoples, we are brothers and 
cousins,” he said. “Oar brothers 
in Qatar apologised ... and we 
accept their apology ... and that 
does not mean they don’t share 


Tbe GCC. which groups 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
Bahrain, Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates, accuses Iraq of 
continuing “to unsettle the pros- 
pects of stability in tbe area and 
create an exceptional tense situa- 
tion,” said the dosing statement 
read by Abdullah Bishara, the 
GCCs secretary general. 


No mention was made in the 
statement of tbe Damascus Dec- 
laration, a March 1991 proposal 
for Egypt and Syria to provide 
troops to help protect the Gulf 
countries. 


Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Saturday warned 
Iran a gains t tryin g to do minate its 
Arab neighbours and said 
would “join them in 
their rights and int e r ests .” 



Major bogged down 


for-Iraq scandal 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
John Major has hotly denied mis- 
leading parliament over an arms- - 
for-Iraq scandal, but the furore 
over tbe issue showed no sign of 
abating oh Sunday and prompted 
more attacks on his leadership. 

Stinging criticisms of Mr. Ma- 
jor came from opposition politi- 
cians and in leader columns about 
tbe affair, which is acting as a 
lightning conductor for disllu- 
skmment with his two-year-old 
premiership. 

Faith in Major's government 
has been rocked by a stubborn 
economic recession and by a 
series of embarrassing policy re- 
versals, inducting Britain’s with- 
drawal from Europe’s currency 
grid and a partial dunbdown over 
planned mass mine closures. 

Mr. Major is now grappling 
with an “Iraqgate” scandal, in 
which ministers stand accused of 
haring allowed firms to break an 
official ban on military exports to 
Baghdad in the late 1980s and 
then trying to cover up the affair. 

Robin Cook, opposition 
Labour Party trade spokesman, 
repeated in a radio interview on 
Sunday his allegation that docu- 
ments suggested Mr. Major -knew 


about the sales of military-use 
equipment to Iraq when he was 
foreign secretary in 1989. 

Liberal Democrat leader Pad- 
dy Ashdown, speaking on tbe 
same programme, called for an 
emergency debate in parliament 
on the subject. “Hie whole of our 


It is Labour’s biggest lead since 
the dying days of Margaret 
Thatcher’s leadership in 1990 
when the government's plunging 
fortunes prompted a party 


-coup" which brought Mr. Ma- 
jor, the son of a circus performer. 


present government at senior 
level seem to be involved in this,’ 


be said. 

Right-wing columnist Paul 
Johnson wrote in tbe Sunday 
Telegraph: “Of ali the troubles 
afflicting the John Major govern- 
ment, the most unlncky, or 


perhaps the most incompetent, in 
(arms-! 


living memory, the (arms-for- 
Iraq) affair is by far the most 
serious and the one likely to 
knock the last nail into its coffin.” 

A new poll released on Sunday 
sbowd that Mr. Major’s personal 
popularity rating, had slumped to' 
the lowest level of Ins leadership, 
'with more than 70 per cent of 
people saying they had little or no 
confidence in him. 

Hie Harris poll for. Sunday’s 
Observer newspaper found that 
Mr. Major’s ruling ' -Conserva- 
tives, victors in an April election, 
are now 19 points behind Labour 
in voter esteem. 


to power. 

Mr. Major has been treading a 
political tightrope since the col- 
lapse of a court case on Monday 
involving three businessmen ac- 
cused of breaking the embargo by 
selling arms -makin g eq uipmen t 
to Iraq. 

The men were cleared after a 
former defence minister, Alan 
Clark, admitted he had known 
that machine tools which could be 
used in Iraq's military industry 
were being exported to Baghdad 
in the years before the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 

Secret documents about die 
arms, some of which ministers 
tried to suppress as evidence, 
have come to light showing just 
how much each department knew 
of the sales. 

Mr. A^ajor has denied Labour’s 
allegations in a letter to Mr. Cook 


(Coutfoued on page 5) 


Baker could 


be appointed 
Mideast envoy 


NEW YORK (AP) — Repre- 
sentatives of President-elect Bill 
Clinton contacted Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin recently 
to sound him out on the possible 
appointment of James Baker as 
special Middle East envoy, a re- 
port said Sunday. 

Time Magazine, citing un- 
named sources dose to the situa- 
tion, said in a brief story that Mr.' 
Rabin applauded the notion of 
Mr. Baker as special envoy to 
manage the Middle East peace 
talks. 

Mr. Baker was highly regarded 
by Israelis and Arabs alike in his 
job as U.S. secretary of state for 
the Bush administration. He re- 
linquished the post last summer 
at Mr. Bush's request to handle 
die president’s campaign 


Mr. Clinton has said he would 
try to name some republicans to 
key posts in his new administra- 
tion. 

Other published reports have 
said former President Emmy Car- 
ter has expressed interest in being 
named huddle East envoy. 

Mr. Clinton and his transition 
team have remained mum on his 
possible choices for high posts in 
the new administration. 
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iMp loaded with fleeing 
Somalis pleads for water 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — A 
crammed with nearly 3.( 
fleeing Somalis has ran out of 
fresh water trying to reach the 
coast of Yemen, United Nations 
officials said Sunday. 

They said a French naval vessel 
from Djibouti was heading for 
the 1.600-tonne motor vessel 
Somal, now off the northern 
Somali coast, and would deliver 
some water to it. 

But a spokesman for the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), speaking by tele- 
phone from Geneva, said the 
situation on board the Somal was 
already critical, and it was feared 
some of the refugees may already 
have died from lack of food and 
water. 

The spokesman's remarks, 
broadcast by the British Broad- 
rnsting Corporation (BBC), were 
monitored here. 

The French ship would be able 
to deliver only a limited amount 
of water — not enough to last the 
Somal until it reaches Yemen, the 
spokesman said, and attempts 
were being made to send further 
supplies. 

Diplomatic sources in Nairobi 
said the ship left Merca, southern 
Somalia, four days ago. It was 
overcrowded and could not carry 
enough food and water for the 
journey to Yemen. 

In a radio message to the U.N., 
the ship's captain said he did not 
expect to reach the Yemeni coast 
until Nov. 18. be appealed for 
help as the ship had already ran 
out of food and water. 

Over 100 Somalis died in June 
when they tried to swim to the 
Yemeni coast after their refugee 
ship was refused permission to 
lane them there. Hie Yemeni 
authorities later allowed die re- 
fugees in, in response to appeals 
from the U.N. 

Thousands of Somalis are now 
living in refugee camps in Ye- 
men. Thousands more are in 
camps m Kenya, after fleeing 


from their war-torn homeland. 

Fighting has been taking place 
between rival Somali groups near 
Merca in recent weeks, lids has 
resulted in a new exodus of re- 
fugees from the area, aid workers 
in Somalia reported. 

Aid workers said Saturday they 
feared clan gunmen would target 
them a gain following attacks on a 
convoy of Western relief workers 
and U.N. troops guarding Moga- 
dishu Airport. 

“The security situation is de- 
teriorating,'' said Steve Rifidn, 
field director for the relief agency 
Save The Children. “We may be 
targets of looting.” 

Gunmen attacked a group of 
international relief workers and 
their guards in Somalia's capital 
Friday, and United Nations sol- 
diers in armoured personnel car- 
riers came to the rescue. An 
unidentified aid worker was shot 
in the arm. 

U.N. troops at the airport also 
exchanged fire with troops of 
Mohammad Farrah AidkL, Soma- 
lia's main warlord. No one was 
hurt. 

It was the first attack on U.N 
troops who have been in Somalia 
since October to help deliver 
food to Somalia’s starving mas- 


authorised 3^00 troops to protect 
the aid effort in Somalia, but so 
far only 500 have arrived. Clan 
leaders have allowed only 120 
U.N. soldiers to deploy at the 
airport. 

The port in the ocean-side 
capital is unprotected. One ship- 
ment of 4,000 tonnes of wheat 
from Australia remains in port 
warehouses, inaccessible because 
of the violence. 

In Friday's attack on about 20 
French and American relief 
workers, gunmen tried to steal 
the vehides they were driving in. 
Most of the workers escaped, but 
about 70 U.N. soldiers .rescued 
several who were stranded and in 
hiding. 

One aid worker said the attacks 
suggest a new boldness by dan 
gunmen in attacking relief con- 
voys. Mary Lightfine of Tampa, 
Florida, a member of the relief 

g oup International Medical 
nps, predicted “a calm before 
another storm." 

A Somali was fatally shot in a 
dan gunfigbt outside a Moga- 
dishu aid office Saturday. Apart 
from scattered gunfire, the city 


was mostly quiet. 
Mr. Ardid s 


As many as 300,000 people 
already have died from (brought 
and warfare since the beginning 
of the year, and another 2 millio n 
are at risk. 

Relief workers pleaded Satur- 
day for more U.N. soldiers to 
protect relief efforts in the 
famine-wracked nation, where 
roving bandits have stolen food 
shipments to sell on the black 
market. 

“This just shows how insecure 
the place is," said Paul Mitchell 
of the Rome-based U.N. World 
Food Programme. “There is a 
need for a lot more troops if 
people want to have a proper 
relief operation going.” 

The U.N. Security Council has 


said Friday on 
Mogadishu Radio that the U.N. 
troops had occupied the airport 
illegally and warned diem to 
leave because they were jeopar- 
dising aid to Somalia. Mr. Aidid 
is believed to control at least 
5,000 fighters. 

On Wednesday, as many as 40 
Somalis were killed when bandits 
attacked a convoy carrying maize 
and beans from France outside 
Baidoa. 240 kilometre s northwest 
of Mogadishu. 

One aid worker m a 
near the Kenyan border 
fi ghting among dans was hinder- 
ing the relief effort all over Soma- 
lia. 

Said Rick Austin, a worker 
with the Irish aid group Trocaire, 
‘This is tiie dosest thing I've ever 
seen to the wiki west." 


closes in on Iraqi Kurds 


By Alistair Lyon 
Heater 

IR 8 IL, Iraq — Winter is closing 
in on Iraqi Kurdistan, but hardly 
any outside aid has penetrated 
vengeful blockades by President 
Saddam Hussein and rebel Tur- 
kish Kurds. 

The United Nations hopes to 
get last-minute relief convoys 
rolling through Turkey next 
week. 

But no food or kerosene for 
heating, the most urgently 
needed items, has yet reached 
northern Iraq from Baghdad. 

A year-old Iraqi embargo has 
choked most economic life in 
three Kurdish-controlled pro- 
vinces already affected by U.N. 
sanctions on Iraq for its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

By threatening drivers, tire 
separatist Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK) has all but blocked 
the road from Turkey in reprisal 
for an Iraqi Kurdish offensive 
against their bases in the north. 

A huge parking lot at the 
Habur border bridge now lies 
empty, with pools of spilled diesel 
fuel the only reminder that 2,000 
trades a day were crossing both 
ways as recently as September. 

-A $90 million U.S. winter aid 
programme is creaking into ac- 
tion after months of delay, but 
rain is already turning poorly- 
maintained roads into skid traps 
and snow will soon cut off moun- 
tain hamlets. 

“It’s a race against tune,'’ Ste- 
wart McNab, UNICEF's coordi- 
nator in the north, told reporters 
in Irbil this week. 

He said 60 tonnes of medical, 
immunisation and educational 
equipment had arrived from 
Baghdad Sunday and water supp- 
ly equipment was expected to be 
brought in from Turkey soon. 

In Ankara, an official of the 
World Food Programme (WFP), 
a U.N. agency, said WFP had 
procured 15,000 tonnes of food. 

; “We are sending the first con- 


voy of about 20 trucks carrying 
230 tofiffes of vegetable .oil on a 
trial basis some time next week,” 
said, the official, who asked not to 
be 'named. 

In Rome, WFP announced it 
had approved over $22 million in 
emergency food aid to 1.2 million 
Iraqis to protect mothers and 
children and other vulnerable 
people from possible starvation. 

lire agency said it would deliv- 
er 49,000 tonnes of food over four 
months, mainly to the north, 
where it said food and foel would 
run out by the end of this month. 

Britain has donated almost $4 
million to WFP for 2,700 tonnes 
of chickpeas and a similar amount 
of vegetable oQ. 

The United States, under the 
U.N. umbrella, is spending $43 
million on seeds, diesel foel for 
farmers, food, mine clearance, 
water well drilling, silos and shel- 
ter construction machinery. 

The goods would come via 
Turkey and Western diplomats 
said Ankara had promised secur- 
ity escorts for trucks to the bor- 
der. 


The U.S.-led coalition would 
demand that Iraq let relief tracks 
use the main road through tiie 
Iraqi-held city of Mosul, rather 
than difficult back roads under 
Kurdish control. 

Kamal Kirkuki, deputy minis- 
ter for humanitarian aid in the 
Iraqi Kurdish regional govern- 
ment, said the main worry was 
that Iraq could disrupt the flow of 
supplies on a whim. 

“We don’t trust (Iraqi Presi- 
dent) Saddam Hussein. He may 
implement the U.N. agreement 
for a few days or weeks, but any 
time he may stop it,'* he said. “It 
will surely be a very hard winter 
in Kurdistan.'* 

Mr. Kirkuki said villagers from 
remoter areas were drifting to the 
cities to sit out the winter with 
relatives or friends. 

Kurds desperate for foel have 
hacked down thousands of trees. 


even uprooting the stump s on 
once-verdant hillsides. 

Grimy young vendors siphon 
scarce petrol from barrels and 
dole it out in jerrycans at road- 
sides — 20 litres (4.5 gallons) can 
cost the equivalent of a public 
employee's monthly wage. 

Iraqi Kurdish leaders, white 
grateful for Western air cover 
against Iraq, complain the U.N. 
Security Council has failed to 
force him to lift a punitive embar- 
go against 3.5 million people. 

“Iraq is full of kerosene," said 
Fadhel Merani, a senior official 
of the Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP). "One dictator is prohibit- 
ing citizens from using their own 
country's oil.” 

• • 

The United Nations signed a 
new memorandum of under- 
standing with the Iraqi govern- 
ment on Oct. 22, nearly four 
months after the previous one 
expired, securing Baghdad’s con- 
sent to an aid programme which 
indudes winter relief for. the 
north. 

But the plan aims to meet the 
heating fuel and food needs of 
only the most vulnerable 750,000 
people in the north. 

A team sent by Western donors 
last month said 147 million litres 
(34 million gallons) of kerosene 
would be needed, against the 
U.N. estimate of 44 million litres 
( 10.1 million gallons). 

The terms of the U.N. memor- 
andum of understanding have up- 
set several foreign relief agencies, 
which fear the deal gives Bagh- 
dad too mush scope for interfer- 
ence and obstruction. 

“We want to complement the 
U.N. programme, but we have 
difficulty with the agreement,” 
said John Webb, programme 
officer for Save The Children 
Fund-U.K. in the town of 
Diyana. 

“We want something to work 
here over the winter, so we will 


pull ont all the stops — but it's a 
logistical nightmare.” 



Egyptian tourism is down but 
not out from extremist attacks 


CAIRO (AP) — Muslim extrem- 
ists have damaged but not des- 
troyed Egypt's bustling tourist 
industry m a series of attacks 
aimed at undermining the coun- 
try’s prime source of income. 

In Cairo, tourism is down — 
but oof drastically. In Luxor and 
Aswan, nearer the violence, it’s 
going strong, bat travel agents 
and others reported Saturday the 
first cancellations from Europe 
and the United States. 

For many in the tourism indus- 
try, the boom has a queasy feel- 
ing. 

“Now okay, very good, but 
wait until next week. Maybe no- 
body,” said taxi driver Ahmad 
Hama da, as be whisked two 
Dutch tourists into his tan. 

Tourism took off this year, in 
the first nine months surpassing 
even the record levels interrupted 
by die 1990-91 Gulf crisis. Offi- 
cials were predicting up to 5 
million visitors within two years. 

Then came October. 


— Oct. 12. ■ strong earthquake 
strikes south of Cairo, bringing 
death and destruction to Egypt’s 
capital. 

— Oct 21. A British tour busts 
riddled with ballets near Dainit 
in southern Egypf, a hotbed of 
Muslim fundamentalism. A Brit- 
ish nurse is killed and two Britons 
wounded. Extremists claim the 
attack, saying tourists are second 
only to officials as terrorism 
targets. 

— Nov. 12. Extremists attack a 
German tour bus in Qena, north 
of Luxor, Five German tourists 
and two Egyptians are wounded. 

In a speech opening parliament 
Saturday, President Hosni 
Mubarak said: “There can be no 
investment, no tourism, do de- 
velopment, no new job opportu- 
nities if we allow violence and 
terrorism to take root in our 
country. 


“There can be no democracy- 
,...no freedom of expression or 
press if we are lax in overcoming 
these phenomena before they 
take greater dimensions.” 

Tourism officials are calculat- 
ing the cost of the extremist 
attacks, both in revenue and in 
cancellations. Tourism last year 
brought $3 billion to Egypt, the 
largest money maker. 

An economic newspaper, A1 
A1 am A1 Youm, said cancella- 
tions due to terrorist attacks bad 
cost Egypt an estimated $150 
million in tourist revenues in the 
last two months. 

It’s too early to know how 
many tours . 1 canceled trips after 
the Qena attack. 

It was the 11th, but only it and 
the fetal assault on the British 
seem to have done what the 
extremists wanted: Frighten fore- 
igners. 

They also seem to have prod- 
ded the government into action. 
Two alleged gunmen of the four 
who shot op the German bus in 
Qena, 300 miles (480 Ion) south 
of Cairo, are under arrest. Hun- 
dreds of policemen, using 50 
armoured vehicles, have laid 
siege to Hugairat, the suspects’ 
home village, in a search for the 
fugitives. Three ofthe 
alleged gunmen's houses have 
been bulldozed. 

Nahed Ramsis of Misr Aswan 
Tourist Co. said she’s heard 
rumours that many Italian tours 
plan to cancel, but so far, she 
'said, “it’s only talk.” 

Almost every tourist who com- 
es to Cairo visits the Egyptian 
Museum. Its director, Moham- 
mad I Saleh, said the number of 
foreign visitors is down about 20 
per cent. On Nov. 2-3, only half 
as many as usual visited. 

"We don't know if that was 
seasonal or related to the situa- 
tion,” be said. 

Saber Gouda Salama is mana- 


ger of Travel on Classical Egypt, 
which specialises in German 
trous. “I think tourists are a bit 
nervous before coming to Cairo,” 
be said. “But once they're here, 
they’re fine." 

Mr. Salama said he's had 5 per 
cent to 10 per cent cancellations 
since last week’s shooting. 

Monstafa Tera of the Cairo 
Marriott Hotel said he expects- 
few repercussions. Most tours are 
sold months in advance, he said, 
and cancellations and refunds are 
difficult 

“Many of our customers are 
business people anyway, and you 
have to do business, whatever,” 
Mr. Tera said. 

But cancellations have come to 
tour leader Khaled A1 Reedy, 
who canceled 25 rooms Saturday 
for German tourists booked in 
Aswan. He blamed the cancella- 
tions on exaggerated press re- 
ports of earthquake damage in 
Cairo. 

Germans, he predicted, will 
wait to see what happens next 
with the extremist gunmen before 
canceling planned trips to Egypt 

“They’ll ponder,” he said. “The 
Italians and Spanish will decide 
immediately if they’re coming or 
noL” 

How does he look at tourism’s 
future. 

“I’m afraid gloomy,” he said. 

It was anything but gloomy 
Saturday inside Ani’s Papyrus 
Shop near the Giza Pyramids, as 
hundreds of visitors flooded 
through the doors. 

“Look, this thing is affecting all 
levels of Egyptian life, not just 
tourism,” said salesman Sarny. 
Ahmad. “Terrorism is a new 
thing to us.” 

But, he said, enough is enough. 

“Tire government must stop it 
now. I believe it will,” he said. 
“But if anything else happens, 
.goodbye to tomnm.** 
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Kuwaiti women petition against Vqt 

^ttwaIT fR) — Kuwaiti women opposed to pqfitical 

tZTwEn would be able to vote sooper or Jan* 
studies at Kuwart Umwa^r 


SSSTO think it isa 
pperaHte door to evil and cornipt ^ m KTOt,astSg 
Arab and foreign countries vJ^teveadopted^K , fr 
women into political battles of no benefit to society, tfrr 
says. In a separate petition published Sunday, a group s 
second wivSdemanded the state paytoo r besb andy 
marriage allowance. “This is because of tire manybtmi . 
the family has to bear. Especially as many Kuwaiti t 
more than one wife,” the women 


Dumas holds talks in Bahrain 


MANAMA (R) — French Foreign Nfimster Roto 
Sunday held rarira with Bahrain's Prime Minister Sheik 
Ibn got™**! AI Khalifa on developments in tire GuK 
news agency said the meeting was attended by Bahrain'' 
and housing ministers. Mr. Dumas, on a four-nation ( 
tour, arrived early Sunday freon Doha where he had sis 
with Qatari leaders. He will also visit Kuwait and Sado 
The agency said Sheikh Khalifa praised the French u 
region and expressed his country's w illingne ss to dr 
friendship with Paris. France took a leading role in the 
coali tion that ousted Iraq from Kuwait in February., 


Djibouti rebels free captive soldleir 




DJIBOUTI (R) — Djibouti rebels released 25 sold' 

captive for a year Sunday and a French military pfcme f 

to freedom in tire capital of the Red Sea state, lire rebel . 

the Restoration of Unity and Democracy (FRUD) defi 

men to French Ambassador Regis De Bdenet at a" _ 

Assa-Gueyla in northern Djibouti. Mr. De Belenet aco 

the group on a French military transport plane to Djibei - 

where Defence Minister Ismail Ali Yousef and-memh 

military command welcomed them. Another 29 sokfie^ — 

held by FRUD, the freed men told reporters. A ceas — ~ 

force in Djibouti and members of the government and E-e- * ^ agig; 

chic to meet on Nov. 20 to discuss a peace agreement. ~ 

known where the meeting will take place. France .. 

presang both sides to end the yOT-okl conflict, 

Algiers Port traffic drops 

ALGIERS (R) — Freight traffic; through Algicrf/ : 
barometer of the indebted country-’s economy, 1 
eight per cent between July and September compartfe 
same period last year. Algiers handles about one-fli§ 

North African country’s freight, excluding ofl and gat 
shrank to 1.42 million tonnes from lift ntiOiaa^ 
authorities said, quoted by the Algerian news agency 
“The number of ships arriving and leaving AJgjexxis . 
indicator to bow the economy is doing,” a Western* 
expert told Renters after an earlier fell in tonnage. Thebft ... 
came before the government banned imports of 41 goocki . 
from kitchen cookers through meat, cheese products, dw 
non-medical soap. Another 37 products were basnet 
bought by Algerians using their own foreign currency,^.. . 
dinar is largely not convertible and most people have mw 
dollars or francs. Prime Nfimster B ekrid AbduL-Sai 
promised three to five years of austerity for the nation’^ ‘ - . 
people to torn round the economy burdened by seme * - 
repayments of a $25 billion foreign debt. . ' - ; 




Iran-U.S. relations heading for choppier waters 


By Youssef Azmeh 
Reuter 


DUBAI — Relations between 
Iran's Islamic rulers and the Un- 
ited States appear headed for 
choppier waters after Bill Clin- 
ton’s election as U.S. president. 

The mood between Washing- 
ton and Tehran was growing in- 
creasingly strained even before 
Clii 


the White House with 'human 
rights' written all over his shirt- 
sleeve meant they had no hope,” 
one said. 

Clinton's spokesman George 
Stephanopoolos last week quoted 
him as referring to Iran as a 
‘possible new hostile power in 


“Washington appears to see 
him as just another mullah. They 
may have lost an important 
chance,” a European diplomat 
said. 

The latest major outburst from 
Tehran was delivered at the latest 
Friday prayers by Ayatollah 


the region” in a telephone con- . Ahmad Jannati, one of Iran’s 
vernation with Saudi Arabia’s most senior clerics. 


Mr. Clinton's election this 
month, with militancy on the 
increase in Iran and sharper anti- 
Iranian statements issuing from 
the United States. 

The resurgence of anti- 
American rhetoric from senior 
Iranians seemed to be a result of 
Washington’s failure to ease what 
they see as U.S.-imposed econo- 
mic and political isolation, diplo- 
mats in Tehran and the Gulf say. 

Democrat Bill Clinton's victory 
in the U.S. presidential elections 
was apparently the last straw, the 
diplomats added. 

“For them George Bush was 
bad enough, but a Democrat in 


King Fahd. 

Senior Iranians who have fresh 
memories of the hostility of Jim- 
my Carter, the last Democratic 
president, were growing uneasy 
before his election, diplomats in 
Tehran reported. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


“They keep saying that Iran is 


They said the tone in Washing- 
ton and Tehran was getting shar- 
per almost daily. 

European diplomats said they 
shared some U.S. concerns about 
Islamic Iran, but they believed 
Washington was making a mis- 
take by refusing to believe that 
Iran’s pragmatic President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani would steer 
the country away from its pre- 
vious militancy. 
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a threat to the United States 
which is true. We are glad to 
learn that we are a threat to our 
enemies. The war between right 
and wrong... will continue in the 
future,” Ayatollah Ahmad Jan- 
nati said. 

Last week the U.S. State De- 
partment called Iran a potential 
threat to the stability of the Mid- 
dle East and said it would try to 
dissuade industrialised nations 
from selling Iran technology that 
conld be used for military pur- 
poses. 

The arrival at the port of Ban- 


dar Abbas of a submarine which 
Iran bought from Russia is seen 
by the West and Iran's neigh- 
bours as a major escalation of the 
regional arms race through the 
introduction of a new weapon 
into the Gulf. 

Iran sees it as a legi tima te 
reaction to the buildup of U.S. 
and other Western naval forces in 
the region. 

The diplomats said the root 
problem plaguing Iran was its 
ailing economy winch is in de- 
sperate need of external finance 
and Western technology. 

Iranian leaders believe 
Washington is behind its failure 
to obtain cash and expertise de- 
spite major overtures to the Wesf 
by Mr. Rafsanjam’s government 
over the past three years. 

“They think that the United 
States is trying to derail Mr. 
Rafsanjam’s economic reforms, 
that it does not want to see a 
viable Iran,” one diplomat said. 

“The United States applied ev- 
ery possible scheme, including 


economic sanctkHS~s# 
to reach its goals 
tion did not soccmb ^ 
tractive schemes cf L 
jeans,” Ayatollah Jaoaf - 
ins Friday sermon.; y. 

Mr. Rafsanjani has.t^ • 
nally indulged in H ' . 




Western rhetoric sweri 
in the past few weeks ? - 
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mats said he had slowed' 
pace of liberalisation. 
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evidence, trying to 

Islamic codes of ^ 
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Aqaba 12/26 

Deserts 4/21 

Jordan Valley 12 / 25 


ZAHQA: 

Dr. Walid Habtsah 982799 

Khalif eh pharmacy 98S417 


TcL 


771331. 

Armenian Orthodox 

77S261. 

SL Pphrd i i i and Td. 771751. 
fewuMi tnTrmUm .el Cbank Td. 

68S326. 

SnSS 8 '* 1 L— * ,n “ On ** h Tel: 
811295. 


Yesterday's high temp e ratu res: Am- 
man 21. Aqaba 26- Humidity readings: 
Amman 56 per cent. Aqaba 35 per 

ff l tf 


Electric Power 

,1- (06381 

Intonnalioo 06-53200 
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RJ 


USEFUL TEUEPHONE 


RATER TONES 


The Cbunfa of Jem Christ of Latter- 
Day Safaris Td. 823824. 654932. 
Church nr the Naareae Td. 675G91. 


NIGHT DUTY 


04mP 


11:20 


14:16 


16-41 Maehtwb 

18*1 



BnUctia supplied by the Department of 
Mctcomtog y. 


CHURCHES 


St. Mury of Naaardh Church Swdfeb, 

Td. 810740 

Amaubfec at Cad Church, Td. 

63278S. 

St- Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church at Out Aiuwua Istluu TcL 

637440. 


It win be partly cloudy, and there 
win be a chance for g artered shower* 
of min m the northern parti of Jordan. 
Waxfa wfli be so u thwesterl y moderate. 
In Aqaba it wffl be dmty with saohoty 
ae dcra tc wind* and roa|h scas- 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Yonsef Rashid 89630] 

Dr. WaKd Kdwani 62044] 

Dr. Faker BeBmsi 663412 

Dr. WabdMasri 675480 

Firas phar macy 661912 

Ferriows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Solan pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 64494S 

it pharmacy ..... — .....637660 

i pharmacy .......... — 623672 

847632 




Amman , 


MtnJMax. temp. 
8/19 


DUUD: 

Dr. Lotfi Shalabi 241799 

Alqnds pharmacy - ( — ) 


Food Control Centre 637111 

OvB Defence Department ...... 661 11 1 

Chrfl Defence ImmctSarc 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoSce . — 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PubBcSecnrity Department ... 630321 

Hold Comfdaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints. 897467 

Amman Munic ipali t y 

C o mp l ain ts 787111 

Telephone Infoimation 

{directory assistance) 12! 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

623101 

itiTefcptooc Repairs .....661101 

JOnbn Tdrrison 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 815615 


Qoccn Aba Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


Bn AiNsfecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital (03)314111 


AMMAN: 

Hin«mMe«ficaJ Centre 813813/32 
Knahdi Maternity. J. Amo ... 64428 L/6 
AUchMateniify.J. Ann.... 642441/2 
p i Amman Maternity 642362 

Mamas. J. Amman 636140 

fates^. Shmdsam 664171/4 

Stantasam Hospital 669131 

^rafoHmpitaJ 843845 

■'AJ-AhJi. Abdah I... 664164* 

777101/3 

AHSashir, J Ashrafiefa 775111/26 

jfiy’ 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

6 74U5 

Z»UaGovt. Hospital 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


•*£ ^(al; 

Crinflu' 

10:15 — Khartoum 

12*8 Abu Dhabi, Doha 

MJO Istanbul 

*15 ■— Paris. Beirut . 
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IMS Dubai, Damascus ~ 


MBOTim 


*4 






This information is emptied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) kdbnnadon depart- 
ment at the Ooccn ASa International 
Aitporf TeL (08)S32OO-S. when it 
should always be verified. 


Banana (Mnlwninar) — Al 

Beans — , *. 

Cabbage 

Carrot — ‘V 1 “<■ 

Cndflowa — — — — * 
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1825 

*11:15 

12:18 

12:15 
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12s45 

*38 

21:40 

2448 


Beirut] 

London ( 

Toronto Mortreal ( 

— —.London! 

— •; — Frankfurt I 
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- Bahrain, Doha j 

— ■ Dubai. Muscat ( 
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CWAUrT^NAN (Petra) — 


His 

flinty King Hussein re- 

“J Pederg] p_. Sunday more congra- 

L^?? 1 “Wes on the occa- 

h*s 57th birthday from 

erf f^n^ 5 ? of Arab and foreign 
_ 'iP^mg ,JI wishing him continued 

and happines t 

man A *" Bonn* cables were sent by 
nssing JSjRof&se leader Omar Has- 
Bashir, die king of 
antries. The^ k*n,’the king and queen of 
n. Bahraini Crown 

w : Hamad Ben Issa A1 

non agaj|«K. ah and Speaker of the 
icq oddo*-h ®%ne National Council 
Hameed Al Saeh. 

evil innovaav^, ^ ^^rqa, Al Hashimiyeh 
a clear maiS ■ Organised Sunday a pub- 
hmad AJ SaacW^ 1 ^ observance of the 
5 vote sooner^' birthday. The presi- 
OKfcnts cf Island Sf the club delivered an 
published si 55 outlining King Hus- 
ae f n f^ r: g Nita" psO’Arab stands. 
*JJ^P«hor i of the jJ 3 a chess championship 
,n KtraafeJd Sunday at the Zarqa 
* have adop^Jsrs’ Families Welfare 


to beneS: to 
tished SunrS^- y OT ±c occasion. In 
STpav !&£■*. *e Mahes Secondary 
cause of for organised 


r recitals 
s. 

Salt, the Greek Ortho- 


ially as manv?^ evenin g a oelebra- 
m en said. y ^“^hich included speeches, 
r recitals and national 

i Bahrain 

c ^^fendergarten also orga- 
eiopments u, ^ pa celebration which in- 
«s attended by art and folkloric 
mas. on a four-^- 

1 Doha where bell Z 

O visit Kuwait andff Send S 
a praised the Fret , c • 

"tty s willing,* ,C tO ISyria 
ok a ieadine roleb 

n Kuwait in ft^'AN (Petra) — His 
ty King Hussein sent 
captive soidky a cable to Syrian Pres- 

iafez Al Assad, congra- 
«bels released ;-j;ing him on the 
^Frencn militan pbisaiy of the Corrective 
led Sea state. iKcaeot in Syria, 
emocracy iFRLilito Hussein wished Mr. 
lt - s ? # n'^ 1 continued good health 

W ftSSWT Syrian 

AJiY C'-»sf iac 2^™ r *J ,er progress and 

asm. Another 

told rcsarten 4 7 



Her Royal Highness P rin cess addresses the oe 

voluntary services Sunday In Amman (Petra photo) 

Princess opens seminar on 
voluntary services 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina Sunday 
opened a three-day regional 
seminar on voluntary service in 
the Arab World. She called for 
the creation of specialised volun- 
tary groups in the Arab World 
which would benefit from the 
experiences of international orga- 
nisations in the field. 

Addressing the opening session 
of the regional seminar, which is 
attended by representatives of 13 
Arab countries, the Princess said 
that Arab voluntary movements 
have accomplished great achieve- 
ments despite the difficulties they 
had been facing tike die demog- 
raphic nature of societies, 
emigration from the rural to 
urban regions and differences of 
groups coming from various so- 
da! and economic backgrounds. 

The Princess, who is honorary 
chairperson of the Queen Alia 
Social Welfare Fund (QAF). 
which is a voluntary organisation 
that implements sodo-economk 
schemes in rural and urban re- 
gions of Jordan, said that the 
recent expansion of the number 
of voluntary groups in the Arab 
societies provide a good indicator 
of the society's keen interest in 
voluntary work. 

The opening session was 
addressed also by Dr. Moham- 
mad Sqour, secretary general at 
the ministry of soda! develop- 
ment, who said that voluntary 


work has become an essential 
element in social, economic, 
cultural and political develop- 
ment. 

Voluntary work represents a 
sacrifice by volunteers to offer 
services aimed at promoting the 
standard of their community and 
sacrifice to help others, he said. 
. The Ministry "of Social De- 
velopment, said Dr. Sqour, takes 
responsibility for promoting the 
work of voluntary societies in the 
Kingdom and increasing the num- 
ber of volunteers. He said that 
the ministry pledges to offer all 
types of support to the voluntary 
groups in the country. 

Dr. Anwar Hadid, chairman of 
the Jordanian Society for Family 
Planning and Protection addres- 
sed the session, underlining the 
importance of the meeting which 
be described as a means to stimu- 
late the voluntary service in the 
Arab World. 

Topics on the agenda include 
various aspects of voluntary 
work, family planning services 
offered by voluntary groups, ex- 
periments about voluntary work 
in the United Kingdom and the 
relationship between volunteer 
groups and the local communi- 
ties. Countries represented at the 
meeting are those of Jordan, 
Iraq, Yemen, Sudan, Palestine, 
Tunisia. Mauritania, Algeria, 
Bahrain, Egypt, Lebanon, 
Morocco and Syria. 


Prisoners walk free as general amnesty takes effect 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — At least 200 de- 
tainees and convicted prisoners 
were released from the Swaqa 
prison Sunday in the first day of a 
three-day process which will see 
at least' 1,000 prisoners freed 
from jail in implementation of a 
Royal Decree issued last Thurs- 
day. 

Among those released Sunday 
were the two deputies Laito 
Shbeilat and Yacoub Qarrash 
who were accused of heading an 
illegal organisation: Shabab A! 
Nafeer Al Islami. Earlier this 
week they are sentenced to 20 
years with hard labour for plot- 
ting to overthrow the monarchy. 
Speaking to reporters soon 
after his release from prison Mr. 
Shbeilat said that he was deeply 
grateful to the King, who he said, 
has always displayed his deep 
keenness on establishing right 
and justice in the Jordanian socie- 
ty- 

Relatives and friends of the 
convicted persons and detainees 
crowded the area outside the 
prison expressing their joy and 
delight through holding the dab- 



Deputy Shbeilat squints Sunday under television lights as he savours his first few moments as a 
freed man (Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

whom are from non-Jordanian 
nationalities. 

Those to be released over the 
coming two days have been con- 
victed for committing crimes re- 
lated to state security, forgery 


keh national dance and voicing 
their appreciation of and alle- 
giance to the King. 

In addition lo the 200 prisoners 
released Sunday, the Swaqa pris- 
on set free 60 prostitutes most of 


and violation of public safety 
rules, along with those commit- 
ting offences like giving or receiv- 
ing bribes, issuing cheques that 
bounced, dodging military ser- 
vice, committing prostitution. 


condoning or helping criminals, 
attempted murder, and 'non- 
violent kidnapping of persons. 

The general amnesty excluded 
those committing the following 
crimes: Spying for the enemy, 
selling real estate to the enemy, 
rape, drug trafficking or dealing 
with dangerous drugs, embezzle- 
ment, premeditated murder and 
violent kidnapping. 

His Majesty King Hussein in - 
letter to Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker said that he was 
pardoning prisoners who, he said, 
had gone astray to give them 
another chance to adapt to tfct 
norms of society. 

Among the political prisoners- 
covered by the amnesty law are 
members of the militant Islamic 
groups as well as members of the 
left wing Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine. The 'two 
released deputies will continue t:» 
serve as Parliament member.; 
since coun sentences again* 1 , 
them were not officially approved 
by the prime minister. 

According to the amnesty lav 
those to be pardoned include 
those convicted by Mania! 
Courts. State Security Court or 
any other court in the county. 


Jordan receives Iraqi envoy 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Speak- 
ers of the Senate and the Lower 
House of Parliament Ahmad 
Lawzi and Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
Sunday received letters addressed 
to them by the Speaker of the 
Iraqi National Assembly Saadi 
Mehdi Saleh; which according to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said that the letters' contents 
centred on the role of Arab par- 
liaments in serving the Arab Na- 
tion. 

Petra said that the letters also 
dealt with the general Arab situa- 
tion and plans for Arab parlia- 
ments to discuss Arab affairs and 
the sufferings of the Iraqi people 
as a result of the continued sanc- 
tions. 

The letters were delivered to 
the two speakers by the deputy 
chairman of Iraq’s national- 
assembly Mr. Gbanem Aziz 
whose visit follows a Nov. S 
nation-wide address by His 
Majesty King Hussein in which 


he criticised totalitarian regimes 
of the Arab World. 

AP adds: 

An Arab diplomat, speaking 
cm condition of anonymity, said 
Mr. Aziz was dispatched by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein to inquire 
about a recent speech by King 
Hussein that was perceived by 
some observers as an implicit 
criticism of the Iraqi leadership. 

In an address to the nation 
Nov. S, King Hussein urged 
Arabs to “stand up to the ambi- 
tious and the renegade, to protect 
their capitals from those who 
would advocate tyranny or who 
would tie the destiny of nations to 
individuals, and to open wide the 
gates of freedom, democracy, 
pluralism and respect for human 
rights.” Jordanian commentators 
and analysts perceived this as 
applying to most Arab regimes 
that so far failed to liberalise their 
politics. 
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»f the g>:*verrjnsc£ 
s a peace agrees 

il take place Sat 

year-oid ;on&L ^0,^ t0 improve water supply to Qatraneh 

P® IAK (Petra).. — The. Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ) 

■affk torougn Asded SundpV'a tender focal firm to start operating 
lurry's, sc^nor). cantfh'Wefl No.' 19 whidf'wTFfnpply Al Qatraneh 
i September concr instead of well No. 8. The JD 60,000 tender which will be 
handies abort (Kpkted before the end of the year includes extending a 
L excludinc zikOometre pipeline between the well and the town’s water 
s frojv; ] 5a gh£ and other pipelines inside the town. Director of Al Karak 
: Algtpun .new 2** Department Ghazi Abdul Qader said that the department 
and Serine Atefecently laid an U-kilometre pipeline feeding the towns of 
is doin'*." a VarT® an ° Hamidiya with water at a total cost of JD 150,000. 
-r fall lif wniuce "'department has also completed laying an eight- kilometre, 
nedimponsof^F^O'OOO pipeline supplying several villages in Karak with 
rat. ^ s®” 1 - 

department plans for next season 

id mosi'oeopklis'TLEH (Petra) — The Tafileh Govemorate Agriculture 
Stcr Belaid Apartment has taken aU necessary arrangements to receive the 
sten'\ for che ^.agricultural season by preparing fruit and forest tree saplings 
k->rde:wd h farmers. The director of die department said the ministry's 
- " J ' erics have prepared olive, citrus, and almond tree saplings for 

benefiting from the highlands development project. He 
on these fanners to visit the department to present their 
ications for saplings so that the department could prepare the 
led quantities before the start of the season. 

j»port office opens In Mafraq 

eco nomil.' S23~~ - 

to reach *3 P^iHA WA SUBHTYEH (Pletra) — The new dvil registration 
tjon did not in Sabfaa Wa Subbiyeh town in Mafraq Governorate started 
tructive offering ■ services to citizens in the town and the 

icars ” Avctc^ounding area. The office will serve about 10,000 citizens^ 
bis Fric'a- srf^*lDr General of the CSvfl Registration and Passport Depart-* 
Vr* Nasouh MuhyeddiD said the office was opened as part of the 

. r j a !_£•* utment’s administrative reform plans. Mr. Mnhyeddin said 
Wes*-"n department will- next month open another civil registration 
• h "nss* re 9 ^ ™ Sama Al Sarfaan area in Mafraq Governorate. 

MS 

pare oi 

-He ca*** ' 
two fronts -f 

i'j-viu- 1 ?. . 

{ins of s u following listings are compiled from moodily bulletins and 
whi'^ jdai/y Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the fisted 
^ place with the concerned institutions. 

' ExkmmoNs 

CUff. -»■ ^ 

J ' ; |£xhfbitioa of paintings by Iraqi artists IstnaH Fatfah, lisa 
par!i2^Vj;Fitlali and Mohamm ad Mofaraddfo at the Abdul Hameed 
march «..' ^yShonn Foundation Gallery — (10 a~m. - 8 p.m.) 
iBffictera.c entitled “BrfBut stories — American narrative 

Tnr ij^weBery erfiflitt*’ at the American Centre (open from 8 a.m. -5 

fP'.^iun.). 

^/ aiW fl w entitled “Metorfy Ambiance” by Adnan Al Sharif at 
-ndtf '•)* Phoodr Art Gallery. 

ill e i Mhtel oa by Sdsdr Habnsh at De La Safie College. 

HMbttiaii of by Iraqi artist Salman Al Basri at AUa 

‘TiV . ■ irt Gallery. 

^ Mjlft^Mograpby exhibition entitled ‘‘Characteristics of the 
Id^^Mter M ewi Sea” at the French .Guttural Centre. 

* ' hJdhitiob of to hfem po r a r y Sw&h art art at the Royal 
JSU-W Ceatm . . 

aafl® - '' 

; 

Lecture entitied^Geograpfelc htfornation systems and 


PAT’S GOING ON 


sec” - . , 

whertf 
-video**- 




archaeoiegy in Jordan** byGlai Pet erma n, a gnAiate stndeirt 
“■%>. K*'" it the Ds hcishy of Arbnne and a Urited States info r m ation 
agency feflow at ACOR, at the Friends of Archaeology Centre 
m Amtean -7 'p.m. • 


Cort 
CK=^ 

• • 


jxbqe, m Arabic, entitfad “Why the party of proves and 
BStfce?” by Zeid Hm mA at the Islutic work stndfes and 
escucfa centre, die Spmts Chy C2rde — 5 pan. 


.1 


r- m 


French fin entitled “Diva” at the French Cultural Centre — 

8 pjn. 


Experts conclude health 
programme consultancy visit 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

« 

AMMAN — Two consultants 
from the Centre of Human Ser- 
vices (CHS) in the United States 
concluded their third visit to Jor- 
dan which aimed at preparing a 
plan for the development of a 
quality Assurance Programme for 
health care in Jordan initiated by 
the Minister of Health Aref Al 
Bataineb. 

“Jordan is in fact one of two or 
three countries in the world that 
is initiating a comprehensive 
quality assurance programme,” 
said David Nicholas, one of the 
members from the CHS’s visiting 
delegation. “The programme is 
expected to be established in two 
years' time,” be said. 

The main objective of the prog- 
ramme , for wbicb an interim 
plan of action was put into effect 
last June, is to set and communi- 
cate health standards as well as 
monitoring the quality of care 
throughout the country. The Qa 
programme is intended to be 


experimented firstly at the Salt 
Hospital and in the Salt Health 
Directorate; a Quality assurance 
committee will be established for 
the directorate and another for 
the hospital. 

“The programme will then be 
implemented in other Jordanian 
governorates, excluding Am- 
man,” said Dr. Kbouloud Al 
Khaayyat from the Ministry of 
Health. 

The difficulties that may arise 
in implementing this programme 
are, according to Mr. Nicholas, 
basically dependent upon the 
coordination of the concerned 
people and the commitment of 
the leadership to its implementa- 
tion: “There are always difficul- 
ties in carrying out such program- 
mes which require change and 
improvement in the system as it 
happens all over the world,” he 
said. “However, the workers at 
the Salt Hospital, including physi- 
cians and the nurses, show wil- 
lingness for cooperation and 
problems have not emerged until 
now.” 


The Quality Assurance Pro- 
ject, which is to .be held in coop- 
eration with the United States 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (USAID), and a simi- 
lar programme based in Mary- 
land, aims also at raising aware- 
ness among people and among 
workers of the basic standards for 
different services; “People do not 
know for example what to do to 
avoid infection that might be 
contracted through hospital,” 
Mr. Nicholas said. 

“By implementing such a prog- 
ramme, greater efficiency is 
observed m health care; money is 
saved, re-work is eliminated and 
complications are thus reduced,” 
he confirmed. 

There will also be special atten- 
tion paid to the expectations of 
patients and involving the com- 
munity in planning the program- 
me and giving feedback of the 
quality of services. “There will 
always be a focus on teamwork to 
solve problems and on monitor- 
ing the indicators of health care 
quality,” he said. 


Clinton's pro-Israeli stance is ‘electoral 
claims speaker at university lecture 


By Laney Salisbury 

Special (o the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An American poli- 
tical consultant Sunday described 
President-elect Bill Clinton's pre- 
victory, pro -Israeli stance as 
"electoral politics” and said de- 
spite campaign rhetoric the new 
American president will stress 
continuity in the Middle East 
peace talks. 

Mr. Clinton’s perceived Israeli 
bias before the Nov. 3 elections 
was “part of the election calcula- 
tions of a Democrat seeking to 
beat an incumbent...” said Inter- 
national Affairs Consultant 
Ambassador Christopher Van 
Hollen, speaking at Jordan Uni- 
versity's Strategic Studies Centre. 

During his gruelling 13-month 
campaign, Mr. Clinton had made 
several pro-Israeli statements, 
among them that it was time for 
the Arab parties to make conces- 
sions at the negotiating table. 

Ambassador Van Hollen 
speculated that Mr. Clinton will 
adopt a more “centrist” position 
in the Arab- Israeli conflict and 
that to achieve real peace the 
president-elect should sustain 
“top-level” American interest in 
the process. 

Among those who could poss- 
ibly be pinned Secretary of State 
are Lee Hamilton, slated to be 
chairman of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee; Anthony 
Lake, former director of policy 


planning in the State Department 
of the Carter administration; and 
current Senate Chairman of the 
Arms Services Committee Sam 
Nunn. 

Former representative but still 
Democratic hawk Stephen Solarz 
and Michael Mandelbaum, a pro- 
fessor at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Advanced Internal Stu- 
dies in Washington, are consi- 
dered longshots. 

According to the Associated 
Press, Mr. Clinton may not make 
his first cabinet appointments un- 
til after the thanksgiving holiday 
on Nov. 26. ■ 

Ambassador Von Hollen said 
the peace process could be helped 
by “close personal and political 
relationship" at top administra- 
tive levels. Such effective rela- 
tionships were seen between 
President George Bush and his 
Secretary of State, James Baker, 
and former-president John Ken- 
nedy and his brother Attorney- 
General Robert Kennedy. 

In his lecture on U.S. political 
trends in the region, the ambassa- 
dor, who is also a Middle East, 
and South Asian specialist, 
speculated that human rights and 
democracy will also be a 
centrepiece of Mr. Clinton's fore- 
ign policy. 

With a tinge of cynicism. 
Ambassador Von Hollen, re- 
sponding to a question that U.S. 
administrations have focused 
more on human rights abuse in 


the Arab World than in Israel, 
said Washington has “in a num- 
ber of cases... publicly conde- 
mned” the killing and deporta- 
tion of Palestinians. 

“I am not suggesting we treat 
all countries equally. It depends 
on American interest — who's in 
Congress... who’s in power,” he 
said, referring to Mr. Clinton’s 
statement last week that his admi- 
nistration will change American 
policy on the return of Hainan 
refugees. 

Ambassador Von Hollen 
added that he doubts a new admi- 
nistration will press for greater 
democracy in the strategic U.S. 
ally of oil-rich Saudi Arabia, but 
that strides towards greater poli- 
tical and social freedoms in Jor- 
dan, Kuwait and Yemen will have 
an “influence beyond those bor- 
ders.” 

The speaker pointed out that 
His Majesty King Hussein had 
tremendous respect in the U.S. 
because of his leadership, launch 
of democratic reforms and de- 
dication to the peace process. He 
added that he expects the U.S.- 
Jondan bilateral relationship to 
continue to improve under a Clin- - 
ton administration. 

Ambassador Van Hollen, on a 
two day lecture tour in Jordan 
sponsored by the United States 
Information Agency, is also to 
visit Bahrain and Kuwait. 

The lecturer has been ambassa- 
dor to Sri Lanka and the Repub- 
lic of the Maldives. He also 
served in India, Pakistan and 
Turkey. 


Agricultural centre opens in Rabba 


AMMAN ( J.T. ) — The people of 
Rabba in the Karak Govemorate 
celebrated the 57th birrhday 
anniversary of His Majesry King 
Hussein in their own way. 

Marking this happy occasion. 
Minister of Agriculture Fayez AI- 
Khasawneh and U.S. ambassador 
to Jordan Roger Harrison formal- 
ly inaugurated today in Rabba 
the first of four regional sub- 
centres of the National Centre for 
Agricultural Research and Tech- 
nology Transfer (NCARTT). 
Three other sub-centres of 
NCARTT, known as Regional 
Agricultural Service Centres 
(RASC) are located in Ramtha in 
the north, Al-Mushaqqar near 
Madaba, and Al-Shobak in the 
south. These have been con- 
structed but are not yet fully 
equipped and staffed. 

Addressing the inauguration 
ceremony Dr. Khasawneh thank- 
ed USAID for its contribution to 
the project and underlined the 
importance of modem technolo- 
gy for modem agricultural de- 
velopment. The minister stressed 
the importance of employing 
modem technology in a manner 
that can best cateF to the social 
economic and environmental 
needs of the local, community. 

Mr. Harrison addressed the 


ceremony, praising Jordanian 
efforts in benefiting from agri- 
cultural technology and the spirit 
of cooperation between Jordan 
and international organisations. 

Another speaker at the cere- 
mony was engineer Nidal Majaii 
the Rabba centre director who 
said that Al Rabbah Agricultural 
Station was established in 1949 on 
a 600 dunum plot of land in order 
to conduct agricultural research 
aimed at increasing cereal pro- 
duction. 

Mr. Majaii noted that two 
other agricultural centres affili- 
ated to toe Rabba centre: Namely 
Ghwer and Ghor Safi comple- 
ment the work of the Rabba 
centre by providing assistance to 
the local fanners in increasing 
vegetable production. 

The minister and the U.S. 
ambassador later toured the va- 
rious pans of the agricultural 
service centre in Rabba which 
includes laboratories and were 
briefed on the nature of work 
done there. 

NCARTT, located in Baq’ah 
near Amman and operational 
since 1986, and its four regional 
sub-ceptres are constructed and 
equipped with assistance from the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID).' This 


project is one component cf 
USAID’s National Agriculture! 
Development Project in Jordan 
which started in 1985 and 
amounts to 27.5 million dollars. 

NCARTT, the main centre in 
Baq’ah, has the specific responsi- 
bility of identifying and adopting' 
the most advanced techniques to 
promote the Kingdom’s national 
agricultural development goals. 
The regional sub-centres, on the 
other hand are responsible for 
applied research and technology 
transfer in the specific areas 
where they are located. 

Cooperation between the U.S. 
government, through USAID, 
and the Government of Jordan 
enjoys a history of 40 years of 
American assistance to the agri' 
cultural and other sectors in the 
Kingdom. Past USAED-funded 
major projects in Jordan include 
the construction of the East Ghcr 
canal, the development of the 
School of Agriculture at the Jor- 
dan University, the training cf 
agriculturalists in the United 
States and elsewhere, the provi- 
sion of technical advisory ser- 
vices, and the construction cf 
irrigation infrastructure projects. 
NCARTT and its regional" sub- 
centres will capitalize on these 
past development efforts. 


U.S. 

institutions 
to help Amal 
Cancer Centre 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Two Amer- 
ican centres specialising in the 
treatment of cancer have offered 
to cooperate with Jordan in order 
to help it operate the Al Amal 
Cancer Centre. 

Dr. Nabih Moammar, a mem- 
ber of the national task force in 
charge of the Al Amal Centre, 
said in a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 
Bufallo Cancer Centre in the 
States has offered to send two of 
its specialists to help the Jordan 
cancer centre carry out its task of 
finding equipment while another 
institution in New York has 
offered to train Jordanian special- 
ists, technicians and nurses to be 
employed in the A! Amal Centre. 

Contacts with U.S. cancer 
treatment centres are continuing 
on these matters and on the- 
ex change of expertise and in- 
formation, said Dr. Moammar 
who is just back from his Amer- 
ican trip. 

The national task force which is 
setting up the cancer centre has 
collected JD 3.2 million in cash in 
the course of a national campaign 
to finance the centre whose struc- 
ture although now complete has 
no equipment, laboratories and 
other essentia] facilities. 

Dr. Moammar said that the 
national task force is trying to 
cooperate with some 65 Amer- 
ican cancer treatment centres in 
order to be able to offer a good 
service to Jordanian cancer pa- 
tients. 

Dr. Moammar. who spent 
three weeks touring a number of 
centres in the United States, said 
that he hoped that the Al Amal 
Centre would be able to start its 
services in Jordan by November 
of 1993. 

According to Dr. Abdullah Al 
Khatib, Executive President of 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Services (GUVS) which is work- 
ing under the national task force 
has agreed to run special trainings 
courses for 60 nurses to be em- 
ployed at the centre. 

A total of 12 Jordanian special- 
ists and 12 nurses are now receiv- 
ing training in the United States 
the United Kingdom and France 
and will be returning to Jordan 
before the opening of the centre, 
said Dr. Khatib. 

According to current esti- 
mates, the projected centre will 
cost some JD 13 million 


Ancient village 
near Madaba 


MADABA (J.T.) — This year's 
seasonal archaeological excava- 
tion near Madaba has revealed 
the presence of an ancient village 
located some 47 kilometres to the 
east of Amman. 

Department of Antiquities 
Director General Dr. Safwan Al 
Tel told the Jordan Times that 
digs were conducted at the site by 
a Belgian team in cooperation 
with the department. 

“We offered the Belgian team, 
which represents the royal insti- 
tute of archaeology and toe art of- 
history in Brussels, with all facili- 
ties required for the job along 
with accommodation facilities 
and representatives of the de- 
velopment like we do with toe 
other teams from various na- 
tions,” said Dr. Tel. 

“The excavation took place at 
Lahoun site near an ancient for- 
tress discovered during a previous 
dig," be said. 

Dr. Tel added that toe ancient 
village just unearthed had homes 


which were half to one and a half 
metres high and closely situated 
along with storage facilities. 

He said the site at Lahoun 
dates back to the iron age and aU 
indications point to the feet that 
Its inhabitants were originally be- 
douins who finally settled in the 
site. Dr. Tel said that these in- 
habitants provided food supplies 
to the king of Muab and his 
subjects who lived in the Lahoun 
region at the time. 

According to Dr. Tel, toe La- 
houn region lies at the edge of the 
Mu jib region, east of Madaba. 
He said some of the archaeologic- 
al sites in the Lahoun region date ' 
back to the stone and bronze ages. 

Dr. Tel added that archaeolor 
gjcal teams visiting Jordan nor- 
mally conduct seasonal digs last- . 
ing from one month to one and a 
half years, but they cooperate 
closely with and report any finds 
to the Department of Anti- 
quities which controls all excava-r 
tions in the country. 


Plans for Pafestinisr pilgrims are underway 

AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary General of toe Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Ahmad Hlayel met Sunday with mosque 
imams and preachers who will escort pilgrims from Palestinian 
lands occupied by Israel since 1948 to Mecca and Medina in Saudi 
Arabia. Dr. Hlayel urged the imams and preachers to carry out 
their duty in the best manner and to provide every possible 
assistance to the Palestinian pilgrims,. 


Alitalia-Cenim 



Alitalia — History and progress 

AN informative and interesting lecture about 
the history of “Alitalia” and its plans for the 
future was held by Dr. E. Scamoila,- director 
general of Alitalia for the region. 

The lecture was attended by prominent fi- 
gures interested in Italo-Jordanian relations, the 
staff of the “Centro Linguistico Italiano” and its 
students. 

The lecture was also attended by many 
touristic operators and other prominent social 
figures. 

Dr. Scamoila appreciated the prominent role 
of the “Centro Linguistico Italiano” as a major 
bridge of comprehension and culture between 
the Jordanian and Italian people and the dedica- 
tion of the institute for its role. 
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ira’s flawed meeting 


THE MEETING of the foreign ministers of Turkey, 
and Syria in Ankara Saturday was aimed at 
“ensuring peace in the region” by way of ruling out 
any partition of Iraq, the participants said. So far so 
good. What was woefully lacking in the gathering, 
though, was the participation of Iraq and the dissident 
Kurdish people. As a matter of fact, other countries ih 
the Middle East should have been invited to participate 
in the mins -conference since its agenda focused on 
“peace in the Middle East region.” It was most 
unfortunate that Baghdad was so arbitrarily excluded 
from the regional efforts to consolidate its independ- 
ence and territorial integrity in the aftermath of the 
1991 Gulf war. 

In many ways, the Ankara meeting resembled the 
Versailles Conference in the wake of the defeat of 
Germany in World War I, with Iraq being viewed as 
the defeated state whose fate was kept in the hands of 
the powers that were allied in the war against it. 
Instead of regarding peace and security in the region 
as essentially the business of only a few countries of the 
area, it would have been more prudent to include at 
least Iraq in the continuing efforts to maintain peace 
and stability in the region. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ah Akbar Velayati st at ed 
during the Ankar a foreign ministers meeting that the 
region, meaning the Middle East and the Golf, most 
decide its own fate. This is what could be interpreted 
as a regional exercise of the right to self-determination. 
Yet such a proposition may ran counter to the 
principle of sdf-deterarination that the peoples of the 
area most exercise, especially when it is recalled that 
under international law and United Nations 
there is a© such thing as a regiorihl self-d< 

On the issue of the Kurdish minority in Iraq, which 
was the bone of contention in-the first place, Iraq must 
he given credit for according its Kurdish people foil 
national rights and recognition. The very constitution 
of Iraq refers to Iraq as a binational state composed of 
Arab and Kurdish peoples. Within this enli ghtened 
formula, the Kurds Of Iraq can folfQl their yearnings 
and aspirations for recognition in keeping with the 
letter and spirit of contemporary international norms 
on rights of peoples and minorities. There is, there- 
fore, every legitimate reason to keep Iraq intact 
without sacrificing the rights of its Kurdish people in 
the north. Turkey, it will be noted, is moving fast in 
that direction as well. Only Iran has yet to make 
advancement in this vein and, therefore, it stands 
alone in refusing to recognise the legitimate rights of its 
Kurdish people within the framework of the state of 
Iran as one sovereign country. By bypassing this issue 
in its entirety, the Ankara meeting was lacking and 
seriously flawed. 


AESASflS PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT daily Sunday tackled a government policy statement in 
Israel as delivered to the public by premier Yitzhak Rabin 
recently declaring that his Labour government was committed to 
pursuing the talks with the Arab parties to achieve a peace 
settlement. The paper noted that in his policy statement Mr. 
Rabin failed to commit the Jewish state to the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolutions and acceptance of the idea of 
swapping land for peace which are essential elements for the 
attainment of peace. Instead, Mr. Rabin has resorted to implied 
threats that Israel could be abandoning the peace process should 
Syria fail to suppr. 5 • fc - tivities in occupied south 

Lebanon and shoulu uic » « r _isue their drive towards 
freedom through the intifada, the paper noted. Neither the 
Palestinians nor the Syrians would be forced to change their 
positions under Israeli pressure of this kind and neither would the 
Arab conn tires take the first step towards disrupting the ongoing 
negotiations, said the paper. On the whole, said the paper, Israel 
has never showed genuine interest in pursuing efforts towards a 
lasting settlement with the Arabs and no one would be surprised if 
they saw the Israelis terminating their presence at the negotiations 
sessions altogether. Mr. Rabin, added the paper, has announced 
that his gr.'s.'-snen: -oulc p the negotiations with the Arabs 
despite what he called terrorist attacks on the Israelis, but 
everyone realises the fact that it is Israel which is committing 
atrocities in Lebanon and Palestine and that no peace can come 
about as long as Israel maintains its aggressive policies and 
continues its attacks on the Arab population. 


EUROPEANS IN general and the French in particular should 
have realised that the United States would stop at nothing in the 
course of protecting its own, selfish interests, and would impose 
punitive measures against the Europeans as it did against many 
other countries, said a columnist in A1 Ra*i daily. In commenting 
on Washington's trade war on France and' the European 
Community, under the excuse of protecting U.S. products, Tareo 
Masarweh said that France, which chose to support the United 
States in imposing sanctions on other countries, is now tasting 
these sanctions itself. The American-imposed sanctions are just 
the tip of the iceberg, indicating that Washington could resort to 
more severe measures against its own allies should they try to 
mutiny against it, said the writer. The United States, which is 
imposing sanctions on Iraq, Cuba, Libya, Vietnam and other 
nations, is trying (o impose its hegemony on the whole world, and 
it is unlikely that France will find many of its European partners 
backing it in any countermeasure against Washington's punitive 
move, the writer added. He said that France, which succumbed to 
Washington's orders and launched raids on Iraqi targets in the 
Gulf war, can not fight back these punitive measures through 
seeking support from the other European countries, said (he 
writer. 



Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sa 


Clinton’s mark on peace in the Middle Eat 
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AMERICANS PRIVY to the inner thoughts of U.S. President- 
elect Bill Clinton expect the next president to designate a high 
official to steer the Arab- Israeli peace talks on his behalf. 
Translated into real terms, Clinton is destined to stay aloof from 
the negotiations not only because he wishes to concentrate his 
energy and time on the U.S. economy, as a number one priority 
for his administration, but also because he does not want to get 
embroiled too much in the Palestinian conflict. Most probably 
Clinton fears that he will find it increasingly difficult to reconcile 
his sentiments towards Israel with his duties and obligations as the 
chief executive at the White House. There are always state 
considerations affecting the U.S. national interests, that cannot 
always be reconciled with partisan policies on the Arab- Israeli 
conflicts, and the most pragmatic way to override any predica- 
ments would be to avoid centre-staging the ongoing peace talks as 
far as Washington is concerned. 

Knowledgeable people in Washington and elsewhere in the 
world are already speculating about the men or women who will 
be charged with the task of implementing the future American 
policy on the Middle East. It is projected that the choice of 
officials for this mission will tell a lot about which way 
Washington will be going in the future beginning with January of 
1993. The story that they will probably reveal is whether Clinton's 
interest in the Middle East is oosmetical or real. I, personally, 
believe that the problems and disputes of tfae area will receive a 
benign neglect by the Clinton men. There will be the traditional 
lip service method to the issues of war and peace in the area, 
accented by ceremonial references and acknowledgements of the 
current efforts to resolve the Arab- Israeli disputes. 

Clinton obviously would not want to appear as rocking the 
chairs in the Middle East peace process after all the efforts that 


were painstakingly put in to. them. He will, therefore, con tinue 
make pious remarks about -peace in the region, wh ile as suring 
Israeli leaden all along of his soft spot for then country 
unshaken commitment to its security and welfare, it - 

remembered that Clinton's attachment to Israel and its people is 
almost religious and deep-rooted. 


All this means that the Arab parties to the peace parleys would 
be left on their own to salvage what they ran, without the, 
prodding and clout of Washington, on the side of eqmtanie 
solution to the crisis in the region. This, is turn, could mean that 
the Palestinians and the other Arab parties would be effectively 
denied a fallback support when the negotiations get tough and 
gruelling. Under such a situation, the Arab side may have to 
decide between two evils: either to withdraw from the peara talte 
or accept less than they have bargained for throughout the past 
years. This is a no win situation and fraught with untold dangers 
and repercussions. The Syrians could find themselves in the 
hardest of all positions after spelling dearly then- minimum 
conditions for a peace treaty with Israel. Being a basically strong 
and proud Arab country, and the last frontier for Arab 
nationalism, it would not be easy for the Syrian leadership to 
swallow their pride and accept anything less than total Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan Heights. A face saving form ula m ay 
still be improvised, but there is no sign of it yet. With Clinton at 
the helm, the prospect of offering an acceptable compromise to 
both Syria and Israel have receded a lot. The Palestinians are in 
the weakest position and this may end up being a mixed blessing. 
In one sense, no one expects the Palestinians to come out of the 


and manipulations, it may even look pardonable if the! 
negotiating teams make compromises hitherto re^a 
Palestinians have reconciled themselves to the fact. • 
international and Arab climates are not «acHy-fe«e, 
them. . ' 

As for Jordan, tbe stakes are less formidable and it be 
to be in die strongest bargaining position among the Ara 
Needing very little from Israel and offfering a greatdeaL. 

Amman can extricate the best peace for^elf when • 

striking a deal. Jordan, therefore, can affmd to «t tight* - 
back seat at the negotiating process. The agreem ec 
agenda between Israel and Jordan i s not sa crosana" 
crumble any time Jordan sees fit and appropirate/That. 
‘the fuss about the “accord” on tbe agenda tor me fir* 
between Jordan and Israel was not really necessary. Tfi 
line is how that agenda is going to be tra n sla te d m tn act , - 
tenm at the end of the negotiating process. Clearly, Jord - 
i of the scope and effect of the various 




own 


the agreed npon 
Jordanian 


and will insist on them in due po 
tactics are pragmatic and noo-dti 


albeit principled all the way through- Credit goes toJC _ 
Salami Majali, the leader of the country’s negotiating te 


peace negotiations unscathed. Being acknowledged as a relatively 
weak party and vulnerable to Arab and international pressures 


bilateral talks, whose prime distinct asset is pure comm _ r 
devoid of superficial complexes. Tbe personalities of t • 
tiatore have a great deal to do with the success or.fiaBr’ 
pry*, talks. In the case of Jordan, the no nonsense apj ; 
negotiations has obviously left its mark on the 
negotiations and is now promising good results. Clarity , 
ana coherence of objectives make the negotiations tl- 
simpler. In the case of Jordan, these qualities are at ’ 
dear. 


mi 



Uncle Sam is going bananas 


By Leslie BL Geib 


NEW YORK — Tbe U.S. of A.: 
winner of the cold war, model to 
the world, heir to global lead- 
ership and greatness, incipient 
banana republic. Banana repub- 
lic? 

Banana-republichood is 
attained when political, business 
and community leaders do things 
that are plainly stupid and self- 
destructive, and when they can- 
not pull themselves together to 
fix obvious wron^ and advance 
the plain national interest. 

Just read the newspapers in the 
last few Jays and contemplate the 
creeping decrepitude. 

Friends and family have just 
buried Yoshihiro Hattori in 
Japan. He was a 16-year-old ex- 
change student in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. Looking for a party, 
be knocked on the wrong door, 
was told to “freeze," didn’t 
understand the word, and was 
shot dead with a 44 magnum 
pistol. 

The Japanese were astonished 
that such a thing could happen. In 
their county, private handguns 
are prohibited. In almost all west- 
ern democracies, handguns can- 
not be purchased without a wait- 
ing period, a license and a good 
reason. 


Only in America can a tiny 
fraction of the population (a 
Frankenstein monster, the 
National Rifle Association) “con- 
vince” political “leaders" that 
American freedoms depend on 
easy access to handguns and 
semiautomatic weapons, and that 
the killing with handguns of 
12,000 people iu 1990 was “tbe 
American way." 


economic truth-teller seem some- 
what clouded by his rather erratic 
behaviour. Mr. Perot can be very 
scary. No one that strange, un- 
predictable and risky has come 
near national power in any other 
industrial democracy since before 
World War II. As Yogi Berra 
said when told that Dublin had 
elected its first Jewish mayor, 
“Only in America.” 


Helmut Kohl told his fellow 
Germans this week that he would 
«aise taxes to cut his govern- 
ment's surging budget deficit. 
Germans are quite conservative 
and already more heavily taxed 
than Americans. But rather than 
see his newly unified nation go 
down the economic drain. Chan- 
cellor Kohl finally stood up, took 
his political wormwood and asked 
his countrymen for sacrifice. 


Almost only in America could 
one imagine tolerating a $400 
billion annual deficit and a $4 
trillion accumulated national 
debt. Only here, perhaps, can 
politicians talk about “growing 
out” of the deficit. If any banana 
republic tried to sell America that 
painless baloney, it would cut off 
the supply of international loans. 


The United States is heading 
toward a $5 trillion national debt, 
and few American politicians 
dare to suggest paying bills and 
sacrificing to save the nation. The 
only politician to have (tone so 
and survived is not exactly a 
politician and has his own private 
fortune. 

That daring fellow is Ross 
Perot — whose virtues as an 


Or take the case of Robert 
Stem pel, whose board of direc- 
tors just forced him out as boss of 
General Motors. During the last 
two years in its North American 
operations alone, Mr. Stem pel 
led his company to a $12 billion 
loss. In the last dozen years he 
and his predecessors have pres- 
ided over the demolition of one 
of America's greatest corpora- 
tions. 

Almost all the while, tbe ex- 


ecutives of GM were awarding 
themselves fat yearly raises and 
bonuses — and laying off work- 
ers. Boards of directors in almost 
any public corporation abroad 
would have bought gold Toyotas 
for such executives and sent them 
off long ago to die year-round 
golf course. 

Or ponder George Bush's 
charge that Ross Perot is “nutty" 
for proposing a 50-cent increase 
in gas taxes. (BOI Cfinton. also 
opposes the idea, but secretly 
likes it, maybe.) Mr. Bush must 
think it is cosmically nutty, then, 
for gas taxes to be eight times 
America’s in West Europe and 
four times America’s in Japan. 

But higher carbon taxes mean 
greater energy efficiency (Amer- 
ica's is about half theirs), lower 
growth in air pollution, smaller 
oil import bills and, above all, 
greater security. 

Right now, the United States 
buys more than half its oil from 
the Gulf. This means that every 
time some Gulf messiah has a yen 
for Saudi Arabia, the United 
States has to go to war. This 
could happen only in an America 
fast nurturing the mentality of 
banana-republichood — The 
New York Times. 


His real character problem 
is this nation of whiners 


By Charles J. Sykes 


MILWAUKEE — Perhaps now 
that the presidential campaign is 
over. Americans can talk about 
the other character issue. Not the 
character of the candidates but 
the character of that great mass of 
annoyance, grievance and blame 
— the American people. 

From classrooms and cour- 
trooms to self-help seminars and 
television talk shews, Americans 
have taken up the’same plaintive 
ay: Don’t blame me. I'm not 
responsible. I'm a victim. 

Men who hurt their backs in 
silly races in which they carry 
refrigerators sue the manufactur- 
ers for failing to warn them 
against such activities. 

An FBI agent who embezzles 
$2,000 from the government and 
gambles it away in Atlantic City 
sues to win his job back on the 
grounds that his “compulsive 
gambling syndrome" is a hand- 
icap and therefore protected 
under federal law. 

A school district employee 


fired for consistent tardiness in- 
sists he is the victim of "compul- 
sive lateness syndrome." 

Were Walt Whitman to some- 
how return, he might still hear 
America singing, but he would 
have to listen hard to catch the 
melody over the sound of Amer- 
ica whining. 

The president-eleci inherits a 
dysfunctional and aggrieved 
populace, along with national 
gridlock — the result of an irres- 
istible search for someone of 
something to blame colliding with 
unwillingneses to accept responsi- 
bility. 

Voters elect people who prom- 
ise to cure every ill without ever 
presenting them with a tab. 
America's politics thus reflects 
Americans' lives. 

Americans have come to be- 
lieve that they are entitled to all 
sorts of self-realisation, gratifica- 
tion and fulfillment — without 
strings, pain or responsibility. 
Unless Bill Ginton addresses this 
other character issue, he may find 
a nation whose compassion is 


exhausted by the damor of com- 
plaint. It is, after all, tbe genuine 

victims of misfortune, disarimina- 

tion and injustice whose experi- conduct as 
ence is rrivialised and ultimately 
drowned out in this nation of 
“victims." 


parents. 

The victim culture is fuelled by 


* kuiiuic is itieueu oy 

a desire to redefine inappropriate 
conduct as disease or “addic- 


tion. 


According to Aaron Wildavs- 
ky, a political sdentist, if you add 
up all the groups that consider 
themselves oppressed minorities, 
their number comes to 374 per 
cent of the population. 

The increasing tendency of 
Americans to fragment them- 
selves along the lines of race, 
sc ***_ a l preference, gender, 
ethnicity and psychological infir- 
mities may reflect their sense of 
the loss of more traditional com- 
munal ties — family, church, 
community. 


The National Association of 
Sexual Addiction Problems esti- 
mates that 10 to IS per cent of all 
Americans are “addicted” to 
sex. The National Council on 
Compulsive Gamblers claims that 
20 million Americans are 
“addicted” to games of chance. 


Mr. Clinton may be loath to 
remind the people that, whatever 
their expectations, life is often 
marked by disappointment and 
limitation. 


But rather than defining them- 
selves in terms of a shared cul- 
ture, these new communities of 
grievance are animated by a 
shared conviction that they are 
victimised' — by “heightism," 
tookism, ’ "sizeism," or "toxic" 


But be ran, perhaps, suggest a 
moratorium on blame. This does 
not mean suspending the search 
for justice, nor does it deny the 
complexity of society’s problems. 
But it does question how useful it 
is to focus efforts on elaborating 
grievances and refining excuses. 


rather than on lacing responsibili- 
ties — The New York Times. 


Get racist 
show off 


Knesset sta 




By Susan Rolef 


SINCE THE last elections, sever- 
al Likud Knesset members have 
started playing a new game — it is 
railed “Bug Darawsbe.” 

Whenever Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin states that he has a 
mandate to discuss peace with the 
Arabs based on a territorial com- 
promise, one of these MKs 
(usually Uzi Landau, though Tza- 
hi Hanegbi, Michael Eitan and 
Yehoshua Matza also play the 
game) jumps up and says: “Only 
because you have the support of 
Darawsbe." 

They are referring to 49-year- 
jold -MK Abdul Wahab Darawsbe 
of the Democratic Arab Party, 
who until January 1988 was a 
member of the Labour Party and 
left it against the background of 
tbe outbreak of the intifada. 

In many respects, Mr, Daraw- 
she reflects the feelings of an 
overwhelming majority of Israel's 
800,000 Arabs, even though over 
half the Arab voters voted in the 
recent elections for Zionist par- 
ties. 

Mr. Darawsbe was a headmas- 
ter in die high school in his village 
of Iksal, near Afula, before be- 
coming a Labour MK in 1984. 
What be seeks is fill] equality for 
the Arab citizens of Israel on tbe 
one hand, and tbe establishment 
of a Palestinian state in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip coexisting in 
in peace with the state of Israel 
on the other. 

He believes that the only way 
peace can be achieved is if the 
leaders of Israel agree to sit down 
and talk with PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat. He recently returned 
from a visit to Tunis and brought 
back a message for Mr. Rabin 
expressing Mr. Arafat's willing- 
ness to meet the prime minister 
“anywhere and at any time." Mr. 
Darawsfae does not seek the des- 
truction of the state of Israel, 
whose legitimacy as a predomi- 
nantly Jewish state he accepts and 
respects. 

Though like most other politi- 
cians Mr. Darawsbe carries a bag 
fall of ill-considered statements 
on various subjects, and is not the 
stuff from which brilliant states- 
men are made, no one — not 
even the four honourable MKs 
from the Likud — ever doubted 
his right to run in the elections, as 
they had doubted that of Moham- 
mad Mian of the Progressive list 
for Peace.- 

Naturally, he supports the ter- 
ritories-for-peace formula whole- 
heartedly, because he believes 
that it is just and tfae only basis 
for peace. As an Israeli citizen bis 
interest in peace is perhaps even 
greater than that of the state’s 
Jewish citizens, for he knows that 
only in a peace situation are the 
Israeli Arabs likely to ever 
achieve their main political go al 
in Israel — equality. 

• Rabin’s majority for 

bolding talks with the Arabs on 
the basis of territorial comprom- 
ise depended on tbe votes of die 
tour Arab members of Hadash 
and the DAP (one member of 
Hadash is the Jewish Tamar 
Gozansky), it would be a legiti- 
mate majority, and anyone who 
suggests otherwise can justly be 
accused of racism. 

However, the fact is that Mr. 
Rabin has a Jewish majority for 
ms policy. The spiritual and poli- 
tical leaders of both Shas and 
United Tora Judaism (which no 


longer includes reprt 
the hawkish Habad 
Agudat Yisraeiy aa 
ritorial compromise 
for halachic rather T - 
reasons. Therefore^ 
has the support off ft. . . 
(including Mr. Goz? 
policy. Thus the sta: ... 
Mr. Rabin's mandat 
his policy is not otr ^ 
also factually wnw " 
The last time tbe 
' she heckling choir- •" - 
“shameful perfcmn*~ 
Knesset 


'^Vote — by rofl~cal 
of no-confidence bt'’- " - 


appear 


ment on the issue * 
merits made by Edfe 
ter Shulamit Alorin -. 
Darawshe’s name « 
the Knesset secret — 
Jacobson, the shout . 

As shown by the;- : 
that famous plenary 
Nov. 2, tbe stenogra 
manage to catch all • 
wisdom shouted bys 
bers of tbe Likud qnr - 
they once again bM 
the claim feat the! ... 
was going to survivt. __ 
the votes of “tenO 
word does 
nutes). 

As the heckling co ' 
other membersof tbel . 
appeared'to be lugjuj 
could be seen in n.' 1 ' 
documentation of*.' 
Knesset Speaker Sb 
was frsrious: “TlnS/f ' * 
tinue," be said. "It is 
that time and again.' - 
experience incidents 1 
've.-the creation of' : 
discrimination bet ■ - 
Knesset member arf'^_ 
based on his origin." .. 
was very careful not | 
term ■‘‘racism,'’ tbot 
dearly wfaft be was ’^ ^ 

Mr. Weiss is a 
man, and since his is* ' •> 
ran a civilised Knesset 
avoid using terms that ---, 
aggravate the jungle j r ■ 

which too frequent!. 

there. . * :r. 

But again, tbe 
not only crossed the ti “ 
separates legitimate^-.; 
tween Jewish and Aa > '- 
pare racism, but wev<?- 
mistaken. The motion V. 
fidence was defeated* 

51 in favour and 59 a# , .. 
if all the Arab IfflPrg-.-T 
ing one from Lapda 
from Meretz) had ;?' 
pared in the voting.?-. ; ; 
would still have 
Furthermore, had alU-. - 
members voted on “ •: 

their conscience, too 
Likud faction shotiwl 
with the goveninieto^*..^ 
Landau and his coOe^"-. 
Darwinism--. . . x. 

If the' honouraWe- = ^ 
members from tfceUl " 
concentrate as 


-iu ni 






n k 




putting their own 
*in order 


as they do j 
untrue, racist remap./' 

Knesset plenary,. 

Likud would be nrJ^/r. 
today. But irrespeeffl* 
they decide to inve**]'? 
gies, Mr. Weiss is ngW . ' 

■show most be taken to*s 
tiamentary stage -fr 

salem Post. ’ . AV «*- — » 

V ’I't 
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Bibulous days at Sumerian base 


W YORK — They must have literate society of prospering city- 
0 ‘Qofc pardo ria i.i i some bibulous days and states based on irrigation agncul- 
'Promises hiuC^ millenniums ago at the tore and widespread trade, 

themselves h 0 ijnenan trading post of Godin The many storage jars like the 
*tes are not e* ^ iP*' “ tbc Zagros Mountains of beer crock found at the Godin 
is now western Iran. Tepe ruins strongly support the 
ttessform'rt "cbaeologists can Cell by sam- idea that Godin Tepe was a 
KPositio . ktoj- "8 * t3 S s - Sumerian outpost and fortress on 

andoff^ 0 - arn0n Stth l,n *** same 100,111 the mins an ancient trade route along what 
oearv* a archaeologists last year re- later became a main trunk of the 

w Mn finding the earliest che- legendary Silk Road. 

.can affo rc j evidence for wine, they From artifacts and other evi- 
orda- " Tfce now identified the earliest deuce, scholars bad already de- 
ffr 1 , ,s sa^ankaU evidence for beer. The termined that beer was the 
nt ana appropj^$ntification was made by ana- favourite beverage of the Sume- 
the agenda a pale yellowish residue nans, who lived mainly in the 

5 1 rea Uy nete-^dring to the interior of a lower Tigris-Euphrates valley. 

|*o be tnrula^^ibte-handled pottery jar. Some of their art depicted people 

sag process. Announcing the discovery in standing around a large vessel, 

iand effect of journal Nature, the drinking something out of it, pre- 

U insist on th esn ■ ^haeologists said this estab- sumably beer, with long straws., 
re pragmatic that people were making One of the most common 

frough. Credit^* drinking beer as early as 3500 pictographs in Sumerian ruins is 
‘ country’s neej[!? : ~ The discovery also rein- the sign for “beer,” which shows 

stinct asset isQ.^ced the image or the ancient Unear markings within a jar. 

as. The pe^^?>iiierians as among the first These markings are similar to the 

- with the sBcS^ap*® to develop a complex, unusual crisscross pattern of in- 

dan, the no no ^ 

Arafat in Khartoum 


n, these 


ne gotiaAw 
Duality *. 


(Corihued from page 1) 


LCISt 


Tular Fron t for the Liberation 
^Palestine fPFLP) and Demo- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
estine fDFLP) are against the 
ice process because they re- 
d it as a sellout to Israel. 

lamas announced Saturday 
t it bad signed an agreement in 
n based on rejection of any 
il with the Jewish state. 

\ statement from the group, 
eived by the Associated Press 
Cyprus, said the agreement 
feared that “Palestine and its 


holy places are for the Islamic 
nation and the people of Pales- 
tine belong to the nation, and no 
one has the right to give any part 
of it and any one who does 
anything like that is an unbeliev- 
er.” 

“The Islamic resistance is the 
only legal representative for the 
struggle of the Palestinians,” it 
said. 

The Iranians agreed to “do 
whatever is needed to support it 
financially and politically... for its 
continuity in mis struggle.” 


a Haiti* ?,oi c f 


French role stressed 


(Continued from page 1) 


: Dumas told a news confer- 

: -~33e that die U.N. sanctions, 
Minting an international trade 
-i ---ttargo, are needed to curb 
• .--“.t.-j’s war-making potential but 
.iv‘y impose a hardship on the 
T’u ^|i people. 

■V ";-_i.The faster these resolutions 
.1:;. ;■* applied, die faster the situa- 
n can return to normal,” Mr. 
-;mas said. 

i;; Asked if France would seek the 
-■ -C r Toval of President Saddam as a 
m * -T^vKfition of lifting the sanctions. 

- said: Tm talking ontyabout 
. .^alutioas. Tm not interfering 
it the internal affairs of Iraq, 
not my problem.” 

.. ~ . Asked about Iran’s extensive 
armament, including its purch- 


ase of submarines — the first ever 
bought by a Gulf country — Mr. 
Dumas raid his country “under- 
stands” die need of countries to 
arm for self-defence bnt 
cautioned that this must be ba- 
lanced “so that defence lines are 
not exceeded.” 

France, he sakl, follows these 
two principles in its arms con- 
tracts. 

Mr. Dumas said that on his 
tour he was encouraging -Arab 
states to settle disputes peaceful- 
ly, and if necessary to take them 
to the International Courtof Jus- 
tice at the Hague. 

“There axe no territorial dis- 
putes that cannot be solved by 
dialogue,” he said. 


ir.t vc-it. : 


4rael pulls guns out of Lebanon 


tnv. .rr.v:' 
*v>. T.-.rr 


(Continued from page Y) 


p- rockets at Israel Last Sunday 
Tuesday. 

^fwo Hizbollah men, an Israeli 
-dier and a U.N. peacekeeper 
■’r ‘- .Sn Nepal were killed in last 
: ek's violence. 

“"A pro-Iranian source denied a 
wrt that Israel bad palled oat 
^.i st of its reinforcements. “This 
Trc^ri-'-t of news might be an attempt 
.-Jr;# make us relax before the 
-if -^aelis hit us,” he said. 

.. ;;.-‘But we won’t fall for that, we 
still on alert.” 

' r "j. 'rfizboDah leader Sheikh Has- 
NasraDah in remarks pub- 
._J -;ied on Saturday ruled out a 
' 11 -.i-scaie Katyusha rocket war on 


Israel’s northern settlements but 
said some might be fired to 
avenge Israeli attacks. 

“I say frankly that restraints 
and political reality do not allow 
firing a number of rockets at the 
enemy's settlements inside the 
occupied Palestinian territories,” 
he said. 

“But the reality on the ground 
sometimes dictates resorting to 
such a method.” 

The ungraded rockets are easi- 
ly concealed, loaded on tracks or 
pickups, driven usually to a hill- 
top and launched with the barrel 
resting on a tripod. They have a 
maximum range of about 11 km 
(seven miles). 


Yeltsin courts union 


(Continued from page 


T.^ ’In implementing reforms, the 
; vir.il ' /eminent has made serious 
Vi* stakes, ”-Itar-TASS news agen- 
quoted .the statement as 

I. /-vising. • 

■„ ;iI j%^*The gulf between the ded- 
ns being taken and the realities 
Russia, and the unjustified 
ve to speed up die reforms 
__ -hout due account of the possi- 
:i : '% economic and social conseqn- 
- have considerably aggra- 

^'ed die situation...” 

^ ’Mr, Volsky told Itar-TASS that 
g o ve rnm ent would lose Civic 
-lion’s support if a joint. 
v ’ ' 4 ". -;rcnuncnt-indi 2 se^ work* 

' ’ X- 1 ; group, to be set op by next 
y,- ataesday, failed to resolve dif- 
'■* cnees in their economic prog- 
■■■ : '? nmes; . 

■' r Wb. Gaidar’s yotmg Western- 
..X-s "deed team has preadied a pofi- 
' .."of root-and-branch market re- 

e .\ r ^ihs, removing price controls 
sdDing land and state enter- 
: XVses. ■ • • 

~ L ^vfr. Volsky's supporters want a 
c i i re measured transition to a 
^ >;'iket economy, based on pro- 

tion for the existing industrial 
‘Ssic and greater state iaterven- 
•a to ffieviaie unemptoyment 
; d poverty. 

In an unwelcome diverrion. for 


Mr. Yeltrin, feverish political 
manoeuvring ahead of the con- 
gress has cohraded with the out- 
break of violent unrest in south- 
ern Russia and a tense standoff 
between Moscow and a rebel 
Caucasian leader. 

General Dzh o khar Dudayev, 
Maverick leader of the break- 
away region of Chechnya, de- 
clared martial law on part of his 
territory on Saturday to counter 
an' alleged threat of invasion by 
Russian troops. 

Russian troops moved into 
arenas claimed by Chechnya last 
week in a drive to stamp out 
unrest in the neighbouring re- 
gions of north Ossetia and Ing- 
ushetia. Mr. Dudayev has called 
on Chechens to gpt ready to repel 
them with force if necessary. 

Itar-TASS said on Sunday that 
Chechen .and Russian mnitaiy 
commanders had agreed to estab- 
lish radio 'finks in an attempt to 
reduce tension and the danger of 
“provocations” 'ty either side. 

Up to 300 people have been 
{tilled in fighting winch broke out 
two weeks ago over a disputed 
border between Ossetians and 
Ingrodffi , TASS said sporadic 
shooting broke out overnight in 
tire conflict zone, but no casual- 
ties were reported. 


Major 


(Continued from page 11 
which stated that all the docu- 
ments about the affair would be 
given to a judicial inqttiry he 
ordered in parliament earlier this 
week. 

Labour politicians have tabled 
a parliamentary motion urging 
the government to ensure that 
Mark Thatcher, multi-millionaire 
son of Margaret Thatcher, was 
called to answer allegations be- 
fore the inquiry that a Texas- 
based company be owns was in- 
volved in the export of equipment 
to Iraq. 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30 pm 

7 . 30 -tl .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
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Tel: 6595 659520 


By John Noble Wilford 


cisons inride the vessel where the 
beer residue was identified. 

“It’s chemical substantiation of 
what were archaeological argu- 
ments before., “Patrick E. 
McGovern, an archaeological 
chemist at the University 
Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology, at the University 
of Pennsylvania, said. 

Mr. McGovern conducted the 
analysis along with Dr. Rudolph 
H. Michel, an organic chemist at 
the museum. Virginia R. Badler. 
a graduate student at the Uni- 
versity of Toronto, had noted the 
residue in the jug grooves while 
studying artifacts from Godin 
Tepe in the collections of the 
Royal Ontario Museum, in 
Toronto. These researchers, who 
wrote the Nature report, were the 
same ones responsible for iden- 
tifying the earliest known wine 
from red stains in other jars from 
the same site. 

Asked the meaning of finding 

Mubarak 

(Continued from page I) 
Egyptian-Israeli negotiations,” 
he said referring to talks between 
then president Anwar Sadat and 
Israeli prime minister Menachem 
Begin. 

Mr. Peres has previously said 
such a meeting should occur but 
Syria refused the proposition. 

Mr. Mubarak said there cannot 
be peace between Syria and Israel ; 
unless the issue of the occupied 
Golan Heights is solved. 

“It is not possible at all for 
Syria to reach peace (with Israel) 
as tong as its land is under 
occupation. We are working on a 
quick solution so that peace can 
be reached,” he said. 

Israel captured the Golan 
Heights from Syria in the 1967 
war. The two rides are currently 
working on a joint document in 
which Israel would agree to with- 
draw from Arab lands it occupied 
in that war and Syria would estab- 
lish full peace with the Jewish 
state. 

Mr. Peres said Israel has de- 
clared its willingness to withdraw 
from the Golan but he refused to 
reveal the details that are current- 
ly under discussion. 


both the earliest known wine and 
beer in the same room, Mr. 
McGovern replied: “I think a lot 
of serious drinking was going on 
there.” 

Using a standard chemical test, 
Mr. McGovern and Dr. Michel, 
determined that the residue con-<. 
tained calcium oxalate, which is a 
major component of material that 
settles out at the bottom of brew- 
ery vats and storage tanks and is 
characteristic of barley beer. 

Although oxalates occur natUT- 
ally in large amounts in spinach 
and rhubarb, which grow in the 
Iranian highlands today, the re- 


searchers said those plants prob- 
ably made up a minor part of 
human diet in antiquity, com- 
pared with barley bread and beer. 
In any event, they said, spinach 
and rhubarb were unlikely to 
have been stored or processed in 
the type of pottery vessels found 
in the rains. 

Moreover, archaeologists said 
they found considerable quanti- 
ties of barley in the trading post’s 
storerooms. 

Scholars think that people may 
have begun to make beer almost 
as soon as — or even before — 
they domesticated barley in the 


early transition by the Mesopota- after the domestication of barley: 
mians to agriculture around 8000 bread or beer? 


B.C- A long-standing debate in 
archaeology centres on 
the question of which came first 


after the domestication of barley: raphicsti area are needed to deter- 

bread or beer? mine the ultimate origins and 

“Analysis of storage and pro* significance of beer production,” 
cessing containers from earlier the three researchers wrote in 
periods and from a wider geog- Nature — New York Times. 


JO® OPPORTUNITY 

General Rtasaejes’ - Mamrfactnring Company 

Our client is a successful manufacturer of white 
goods in Jordan seeking the appointment of a 
general manager. 

The general manager will report to the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Directors and will 
have responsibility for the management of the 
operations. 

Applicants should possess adequate experi- 
ence in management, production and marketing 
of similar operations. 

Interested applicants should write to us at 
P.O.Box 5552 Amman, Jordan, 
indicating education and previous experience 
relevant to this position. 

Interviews will be arranged accordingly and 
applications will be treated in strict confidence. 

Dajani, Alaeddin & Co. 
a member firm of 
Arthur Andersen & Co SC 


OPPORTUNITY 

GesaeraS ^^naafer-Investssaemt Bank 

Our client is a newly established investment bank 
seeking the appointment of a general manager. 
The general manager will report to the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Directors and will be 
responsible for the management of the operations 
which has previously concentrated on savings and 
real estate loans. The general manager needs to be 
familiar with investment banking in Jordan and 
possess the management capabilities and experi- 
ence of running a similar multi-branch operation. 
We are seeking applicants for this challenging 
position. Please write to us at 

P.O.Box 5552, Amman, Jordan, 
indicating education and previous experience and 
availability for interview. 

All applications will be treated in strict confidence. 

Dajani, Alaeddin & Co. 
a member firm of 
Arthur Andersen & Co SC 
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JABAL AMMAN 
THIRD CIRCLE 
POB. 67b 
TEL : 659859 


the american lan gnag p center 
THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE CENTER 
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
FALL, 1992 SESSION 
28 NOVEMBER - 24 JANUARY 
General English S kills Levels 1-45 

Intermediate TOEFL Preparation Levels 5-6 

Technical Writing Levels 6-7 

Advanced TOEFL Preparation Level 7 

Advanced Conversation Level 7 

Business English Levels 5-6 

Professional Communication Level 7 

Advanced Academic Study Skills Level 8 

Each course is 80 contact hours. 

Placement Exams: 

New students shoul$fi register for ^placement exam: 
November 11 and 18 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Beginning and Intermediate Conversation for Women 

2 weeks of morning courses 
6 Dec. - 16 Dec., 1992 

3 Jan. - 13 Jan., 1993 

Please call 659-859 for times and fee structure. 
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CROWN 

-INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 
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lamufffianaaBPKB 
' Y©UE BEST CHOICE 
m JORDAN.- ' 

it Kais Dryclean. 1 Hr. Service 
tir Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* Uphdstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Plzaa 
Hut, shone 821 S 58 , Fax 


ProfessKJtMl.Ou^ity uj 
i Hoar Service - 
Develop yoer cotour film At 
our shop and ger.- 

* JUMBO, photo 


• Free effllargar 

m era* 20 x 30. cm 


Shxnemni - Gpp. GiindJa 
&ui$. Phone: 6Q4042 * 

’Swefieh tot 823891 . ! % ’ 


Super super deluxe 
penthouse.. Unfur- 
nished. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms. 

Location: Tla’a Al Ali 
Price JD 7,000 

For farther details, please calk 


TeL: 810605, 810609 
.Fax: 910520 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 




Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


®K£ lasted /J# 
JUuMip Lewd 
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Open daily 

& 1 & 3 G -2338 

Tel: S3 -miS 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabs! Amman, near 
Ahltyyah Gins School 

Tafco-awzry sarwfco - 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

j 7&0 — Midpigbt 

Tel. 658968 




The first Spa tl the Middle East based ob hoi SaUanxa mineral Water 
Spriqgs of Ugh mineral Concentration for the Cure of 
Rhunutizm * Arthritis * Sinusitis * Digestive 
Or Just for blood circulation enhancement 

, 50% Discount 

‘ . On Room Rates 

For Ron Jordanians " Residents ' 

Amman I 688271 / 3 . 668279 . 688310 ■ Location : 03 545500 
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RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
. Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 * 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 -Midnight \ 


ThejMrst Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a - 
„ Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIIUTEL 

i|j£<|l|ls 


- Amman -Tef. 668193 

P 0 Bov 9403 - Fax 602434 
. Telex 23888 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 



TAIVAN TOURISM® 


Take away service 
& home delivery 
Open daily 

12:00 - 15:30 18:30 - Midnigfai 
Near Third Circle, 

He Akilah Hospital 

Amman, tel 6410S3 
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Sports 


Graf, Sanchez Vicario to meet in 


PHILADELPHIA (Agencies) — 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario upset 
Gabriels Sabatini 4-6, 6-3, 62 
Saturday to advance to the title 
match against top-seeded Steffi 
Graf in the $350,000 Virginia 
SUms of Philadelphia. 

Graf crushed Olympic nemesis 
Jennifer Capriati 6-0, 61 earlier 
Saturday. 

The third-seeded Sanchez 
Vicario broke No. 2 Saba tin i’s 
service 11 times, including seven 
straight- times in the second and 
third sets. Sabatini broke Sanchez 
Vicario eight times, but her early 
accuracy faltered in die two-hour, 
four-minute match. 

- “I knew that I had to be aggres- 
sive,*' Sanchez Vicario said. “If 
not, she would come in the net. 
So I tried to be concentrated 
and when I had the opportunity 
just go in and put pressure on her 
and be aggressive.” 

Sabatini said she had not slept 
well during the week and grew 
tired during the match. 

- “I thought she played much 
better, especially in the first set,” 
Sabatini said. “She made some 
very good passing shots. She's a 
big fighter." 

J Graf, who lost the gold medal 
tp Capriati at Barcelona, won the 
first nine games of their match 
and kept the pressure cm through- 
out the 42-minute match. 

. “From the beginning, it was 
like I had no chance to get into 
the match,” Capriati, the No. 4 
seed, said. 'There was no way 
she was going to let me breathe 
out there.** 

“Everybody know a she could 


have done better than she did 
today,” Graf said. “I thought it 
was going to be a lot harder 
fight.” 

Kraiicek. Woodforde over- 
come Conner, Chang 






On a day of upsets, Australian 
Mark Woodforde and Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek reached the fin- 
al of the $1.11 milli on European 
Community Championship, beat- 
ing favoured Americans Jim 
Courier and Michael Chang. 

Krajicek was playing his 
second three-set match within 24 
hours, but his booming serve lost 
none of its bite as he rallied to 
edge the top-seeded Courier, the 
world’s No. 1 player, 4-6, 64. 
7-5. 

Doubles ace Woodforde, rank- 
ed 61st in the world, relied on 
cunning and finesse to continue his 


string of upsets here, beating the 
second-seeded Chang 7-6 (7-5), 
63. 

Courier looked on his way to 
"victory after wrapping up the first 
set, but started to commit un- 
forced errors in the second set. 

In a tight third set, Krajicek 
played some of his finest power 
shots to force a break of serve 
and go up 4-2. But be lost the 
break again and Conner even led 
at 5-4. 

From then on, krajtcek put the 
power back on and a slumping 
Courier had no answer. 

Woodforde upset Chang's 
rhythm throughout the match by 
mixing the pace of his shots and 
making timely rushes to the net, 
where his volleys proved lethal. 





Steffi Graf 


Woodforde had already upset 
five-time ECC tournament win- 
ner Ivan Lendl on earlier in the 
week. 


“It's been a hell of a week,” 
Woodforde said. “Beating play- 
ers like Ivan and Michael helps 
me focus better.” 


Riddick Bowe ‘just a baby’ to veteran trainer 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Riddick 
Eowe is a baby. A big baby, true, 
but still “just a baby*' to his 
venerable trainer — 81-year-old 
Eddie Fntch, who sparred with 
Joe Louis and taught the ait of 
boxing to 18 world champions. 

“He's at least three years away 
from full development physical- 
ly," Futch observed with the dis- 
cerning eye of one who has 
watched most of this century’s 
fighters and could find flaws in all 
of them. “And in that time I hope 
to have improved his techniques 
and tactics.’' 

Bowe. 6foot-5 (1.96 metres), 
235 pounds (106 kilogrammes), 
and schooled enough to beat 
Evander Holyfield for the 
heavyweight tide Friday night, 
will be 28 years old in three years. 
He may grow, bulking back up to 
285-pound (119-kilogramme) 
mark be recently hit with a flabby 
thud. But whether Bowe will be 
smarter and still champion will 
depend largely on further lessons 
from the wrinkled old man be 
calls “papa smurf.” 

Wily and wise, Futch believes 
Bowe has within the grasp of his 
meaty hands a chance to be the 
best of all bis heavyweight cham- 
pions. And that indudes Joe Fra- 
zier, Ken Norton, Larry Holmes 
and Michael Spinks. Of them all, 
Bowe is the only one Futch 
trained from the first pro fight. 

Bowe made his first journey up 
the aisle from the ring as cham- 
pion after the 12-round unani- 
mous decision, everyone calling 
his name and reaching out to 
touch him. 

Futch knows that Bowe can’t 


bst it all overwhelm him, that he 
has serious work to do if he wants 
to stay champion and keep mak- 
ing that march through the big 
money. It doesn’t matter if be 
fights George Foreman before 
Lennox Lewis, or vice versa. The 
trainer's goal is to teach Bowe all 
He little tricks of (be trade, and tarn 
him into a hybrid of Holmes and 
Sonny Liston. 

Right now, Futch said, Bowe 
(32-0) is more like Liston with his 
hard jab. If Bowe can pack up an 
equal amount of Larry Holmes' 
accuracy, balance and overall 
boxing ability. Futch should be 
happy with the monster he will 
have created. 

“Bcg» has- more tools, jgjjaan 
- Lagy Jr Flitch said. “Lanfy very- 
’ seldom punched to the body. He 
didn’t feature a hook too much. It 
was accurate when he threw it. 
But some things I would get from 
Lany, and some tilings I would 
get from Liston." 

Bowe showed a few tricks to 
Holyfield — gasping body shots, 
eyelid splitting jabs, jolting up- 
percuts — and revealed a fighter 
who can take a punch and not 
quit. 

It was a fipe brawl, if not quite 
a great one, Holyfield gaming in 
defeat the respect he never en- 
joyed in victory, Bowe winning it 
instantly. 

If the fight lacked a dramatic 
ending, two weary men pawing at 
each other in the closing minutes, 
Bowe showed the raw talent of a 
young champion and gave his 
trainer things to work on. 

Futch wanted Bowe to stay 
outside and throw bis good left 



New world heavyweight champion Riddick Bowe 


jab, not let Holyfield get inside to 
shorten Bowe's range and take 
away his reach advantage. 

“And he has to learn to use his 
strength and his power better,” 
Futch said. “He let the smaller 
man push him back into the ropes 
and into the comers too often, 


when a sidestep would have nulli- 
fied those tilings. And Holyfield 
was luring him into shots so he 
only got a part of the target. 
When he i earns to catch that 
target fell flush with that power, 
ah, but this will come with experi- 
ence. He really is such a baby.” 


Peanuts 


Batty out of English squad 


LONDON (AP) — Leeds midfielder David Batty Sunday 
withdrew with an ankle injury from England's^quad for its World 
-Cup soccer qualifier against Turkey Wednesday. He is likely to be 
replaced by Carlton Palmer. David Platt, who plays for Juveutus 
of Turin in the Italian First Division, said Sunday a knee injury 
suffered last month would not stop him playing Wednesday. Platt 
has scored all five of England’s goals in the past six months. Lazio 
of Rome's Paul Gascoigne was given permission to attend the 
wedding of his sister in his home town of Newcastle. 


I'm shorter than you 

NOUd.SUT SOME PAY I'LL 
PE TALLER THAN YOU.. 






i'll be real tall. 
And you'll have to 

LOOK. STRAIGHT UP 
TO 5 EE MV EVE 5 ! 


rag* 

ai. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Andy Capp 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN MAH H1RSCH 


THINGS AREN'T WHAT THEY SEEM 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Doubles tennis championship begins today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 1992 Doubles Open Tennis Cham- 
pionship begins today at the Jordan Tennis Federa tion (->/ *’/ 
courts at A! Hussein Youth City. The championship is organised 
by the JTF on the occasion of His Majesty King Husseins 
birthday. The 28 participants have been divided into two groups- 
Top contenders Hani A1 Ali, Saleh Bushnaq, Imad Abu Hamda 
and Fans AI Azzouni have been given first round byes. 


Rosset defeats Uwe-Steeb in final 


MOSCOW (AP) — Marc Rosset of Switzerland defeated Cart 
Uwe-Steeb of Germany 62, 62 Sunday to win the Kremlm CUp 
tournament and top prize of $45,000. The eighth-seeded RogeL 
Olympic gold medalist last summer in Barcelona, broke uwe- 
Steeb’s serve four times and hit five aces during the match against 
the fifth-seeded Steeb. The red-haired Geneva native, who owns 
one of the hardest serves in tennis, docked most of his Sunday at 
more than 200 kilometres an hour. The final was played at 
Moscow’s Olympic stadium before a crowd of 10,000 mat 
included Russian President Boris Yeltan. 


Spain’s All-Stars defeat Italy 136-123 


MADRID (AP) — Former NBA guard Andre Turner scored 24 
points to lead Spain to a 136123 victory over Italy in the first-ever 
All-Star game between the top foreign player s^ in Europe’s two 
best professional leagues. Spain dominated the first 30 minutes or 
the game and held a 73-56 edge after the first 20-minute half — 
prompting Spanish coach Lolo Sainz to suggest that Italy’s players 
weren’t putting their hearts into tbe match. Italy tightened [up its 
defense in tbe second half, however, pulling to within 9 points — 
128-119 — with 90 seconds left. Bu» Arvydas Sabonis, the 
2.20-metre Lithuanian who led Russia to Olympic gold in Seoul in 
1988, helped keep Italy at bay in the final minutes. Sabonis, who 
plays for Real Madrid, scored 22 points and nabbed 15 rebounds 
on the night. 


McColgan wins Tokyo Women’s Marathon 


TOKYO (R) — Britain's Liz McColgan, winner of tbe 1991 New 
York Marathon, scored an easy win in the Tokyo Women's 
Marathon Sunday. McColgan, 28, clocked two hours 27 minutes 
38 seconds in the 42. 195- km race through central Tokyo, beating 
three-time champion Katrin Done of Germany, who finished 
second in 2:30.05. Russia’s Ramilia Burangulova was third with a 
time of 2:30:34. 


Lendl injured; out of Frankfurt championship 


ANTWERP (AP) — Veteran Ivan Lendl withdrew from next 
week’s ATP tour world championship in Frankfort after suffering 
a groin injury during a second-round loss in the European 
Community championship. Lendl, ranked eighth in the world, 
will be replaced by South African Wayne Ferreira, ranked two 
places below the American. Ferreira will play the world's No. 1 
Jim Courier. Michael Chang and Goran Ivanisevic in the round 
robin tournament. 


France beats Finland 2-1 


PARIS (AP) — Jean-Pierre Papin and Eric Cantona combined 
for scores again as France defeated Finland, 2-1, in a world cup 
group six elimination match. It was France's second victory 
against a loss in the group. Finland is winless in three outings. 
Sweden leads with three victories in three games. Papin and 
Cantona also scored in France’s victory over Austria last month. 
This time Papin opened the scoring to put a header in the goal 
from a corner kick in the 18th minute. Later in the first half, 
Cantona used his shoulder to guide a ball past Finland's goalie, 
Kari Laukkanen. In the second half Finland’s attack picked up a 
bit and Petri Jarvinen scored Finland’s only goal in the 55th 
minute. 


Navratilova’s former companion holds auction 


FORT WORTH. Texas (AP) — Judy Nelson, tennis star Martina 
Navratilova's former live-in companion, is serving up more fodder 
for the tabloids these days. Nelson, who split with the star in a 
messy legal battle, is now trying to cash in on the glimmering 
artifacts of eight years in the winner's circle. She’s putting them 
on the auction block next weekend in Dallas. “I’m trimming the 
fat, getting down to basics,” said Nelson, who in 1984 left her Fort 
worth doctor husband and moved in with the Wimbledon 
champion. The auction list includes a three-carat diamond ring 
from Tiffany’s, a 17th century Chinese wall hanging and tennis 
bracelets studded with heart-shape jewels. 


IF A PERSON HAS A 
NICE SMILE. C0RMAC. 
NOTHING ELSE MATTER5. 


I LL HAVE A NICE 

smile And very 

TALL TEETH ! 





East -West vulnerable, 
deals. 

NORTH 
4QJ107 
: A Q 6 B 
9 7 5 
* 7 6 


WEST EAST 

# A K 8 2 # 9 5 4 3 

T 7 4 r 10 2 

v Q 10 3 ' 62 

4 A 10 9 3 *KQJ84 

SOUTH 
# 6 

7 K J 9 8 3 
:a K J 8 4 
#52 

The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 :• Dbl 2 NT Pass 

4 7 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of # 

Don't accept everything at face 
value. A competent declarer will 
play tiie cards so as to sow confusion 
in the enemy ranks. It takes clear 
thinking <to work out the true 
position. 

North's jump to two no trump 
over the takeout double was a con- 
ventional response showing a limit 
raise in hearts — a jump to three 
hearts would be preemptive. With 
excellent distributional assets. 
South needed no more 


encouragemenL 

West led the king of spades and 
East discouraged by playing the 
.three. Not wanting to shift to either 
minor. West exited with a trump. 
Declarer won in hand, crossed to the 
queen of hearts, drawing all the out- 
standing trumps in the process, and 
led the queen of spades from dum- 
my. discarding a diamond from 
hand. 

Panicked by the sight of two 
spade winners on the table. West 
decided it was time to go after dia- 
monds. A grateful declarer won the 
jack, reentered dummy with the ace 
of hearts and discarded the two club 
losers on tbe high spades U> land the 
game with an overtrick. 

Shifting to a diamond after de- 
clarer's discard was an instinctive 
rather than a logical move. To open 
the bidding. South had to have the 
ace of diamonds, so there was no 
way to stop declarer from taking 
diamond discards by leading that 
suit. If declarer had a weak spot, it 
had to be in clubs, so West should 
have switched to the ace of clubs, 
allowing the defenders to collect two 
dub tricks. A club shift would be 
wrong only if declarer held specifi- 
cally tbe king and East the queen 
and jack, and South's distribution 

waa completely different 


[ l‘s S JUST MAD 
> A BRILLIANT ^ 
IDEA THAT'LL \ 
iWAKe LOTS OP I 
l VOfMEV, PET — J 


I FEEL BEALLS ENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT IT, I REALLY DO. 

V IT'LL INVOLVE LOTS -J 
.(OF HARD IVOR*. BUT— ) 


[ DONT LET IT WORRY ' 
Lvou.whE nVOU J 
f SETArwEOF -r 

I ENTHUSIASM IT'S 
/- SELDOM A -T 
( PERMANENT WOVE J 


M THAT'S WHAT I ] 

A UKE,ABrTOFH 
. ENCOURAGEMENT , 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


OH. MUTT. SAM. V whmi 
THE COLORED MAN.! T rLv.p 


l Mfc COLOKtU 1V| AiN.i Tftn . , R[ 
|£ got PAINS/ h 4 ? 0uBL 
MAVBE YCU CAN J t 
n HELP HIM’/ — 
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HOROSWre - 

FORECAST fob MONDAY NOVEMBER IS, Wt , S 


By mamas S. Pi&son. Astrvtoger, Canvll RigMer Fan ^ 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: If 
wo continue to be stubborn at 
home, conditions there could get 
noise instead of better as the 

Moon opposes Saturn and squares 

Pinto in an unretaxed atmosphere. 
Be cooperative . 

ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 

Yoa see better ways to analyse and 

attend to whatever regular obliga- 
tions face you while after noon sit 
back and study ways to gain per- 
sonal aims. 


know your ambitious 
interest in articles of be J . 
efficiency but laterdon’tr 

commitments. 


LIBRA: (September 23 te 
22) Whatever yon have ir 
a work nature can be dq 
lively if you. are cheerful * 
tonight public matten; c 
pain h the neck/ 

SCORPIO: (October 23n 

ber 21) This is a very good 


TAUKOS: ( April 20 to May 20) By 
lying charming towards those able 
to release pleasures you desire you 


to see bow yon cas 
outlets you Bus to a 


can arrange a good time shortly 
and tonight get rid of bidden 
blocks. 


GEMINL* (May 21 to June 21) You 
need to show you are a good 
citizen in tbe outside world in tbe 
morning but later it s advisable 


extent while later keep ® 
tasks that cause- yod pip 

SAGITTARIUS: (Noveml 
December 21) This b the 
for you to gel everything 
pie older at your resides-'' 
make sore yon engage . — 


you do nothing to cause confusion 
for a dose contact. 


for a dose contact. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Consider whatever new or 
revised you want in your life and 
from the broadest possible scope; 
tonig ht do nothing to affect your 
good name. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Yon 
can improve the value of your 


prope r ty by some additional re- 
pairs after which, avoid the temp- 


tation to make any drastic changes 
for a new whim. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Yon can with one in the 


in expe n sive pleasures. ;> 

CAPRICORN: (Decent* ^ 
January 20) Consider ** „ 
tacts can be most hdpfb' c 
then pleasantly common ■ 
them your wishes; ta mgh.- 1 
thing to upset tbe acoordr' 

AQUARIUS: (January 21_f. - 
ary 19) Get into saggestio 
by a financial expert aa 
his/her advise in tbe dayth 
later be sure to use. care \ 
the highway, in motioaJ. 
PISCES: (February 20 it 
20) You see the way this': - 
to gain a cherished person ,- 
ing so make arrangements- ‘ 
while latex its necessary to 
in financial affairs. \ 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harr 



“Stanley, I married you because yo* 
have big ears. I thought you’d 
be a good listener.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GA 
by Henri Arnold andJfetU. . 


U nscramble these four Jumbles, 
1 5ne letter to each square, 1o loon 
four ordinary words. 


Had a piece of dasrr 
in it. l guess 


CHOVA 


HAWTE 


J 


SESCUN 


NAMMAD 


THE CARPENTER 
GOT KtP OF HI6 
EYE TROUBLE WHEN 
HE PICKED UP 
Hl£ HAMMER — 


Now arrange the circled tetters 
form the surprise answer, as si 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: tXXX XX 


Saturday’s 


(Answers tomorr 

Jumbles: AFTER SKULL JACKAL BOILED 
Answer Do they have courts ot tew at the North Potef- 
■ JUST ICE" (justice) 


THE Daily Crossword 


by V a le ntino Barnes 


ACROSS 
1 Walks in water 
6 Conversation 
10 Photograph 

14 Mountain rWgu 

15 Tramp 

16 Caligula's robe 

17 Berkshire Hitts 
town 

IB Lovers of 
beauty 

20 Erode 

21 Human trunk 

23 Nautical 
command 

24 Some pitches 
26 Demottsh 

28 Kismet 

29 Kind of baBot 
33 Army posts 

35 Armstrong or 
Sedaka 

36 Timetable abbr. 

37 Border lake 

38 Bamboo eater 

40 Jason's ship 

41 Anatomical 
pouch 

42 Chnsnarka. now 

43 Impudence 

44 in a shabby 
manner 

46 Condurt 

47 Passable 

48 Aquatic mammal 
51 Once more 

54 Nubby woolen 
fabric 

56 PoUudon 
watchdog: abbr. 

57 Bitter lauds 
59 Loaler 

61 White-tailed bird 

62 Barnyard moms 

63 Apartment sign 

64 Bodies ol water 

65 Mary Baker — 

66 Store 



»M2 Tncuno mm Earnest. Inc 
41 fVflhB esssmsd 


6 Scorches 

7 Does gardening 

8 Rapt 

9 SmaU child 

10 Spwfljerg 

11 Part ol n b 

12 Eons 

13 Tone gone by 
19 Eye color 

22 Coastal state: 
abbr. 

25 Com inscription 
27 — Minor 

29 Bother 

30 Lively dance 

31 Work units 


Y este rd ay 's Panto Safest 






32 Greek god 

33 Actor Parker 


pE o|a|t| 
JAIL EBB 1 


DOWN 

1 Pan of the 
United Kingdom 

2 Regional 

3 Enamel polish 

4 DDEs 
command 

5 Smgmg groups 


34 verbal 

38 Greek letters * 

39 Assigned 

40 Diva's forte 

42 Envjronmen- 
taSsts' concern 

43 Crooks 


48 Untidy 

49 Swords 

50 Everyone's 
■■Mother" 


45 Stage whispers 51 Sts. 

46 West 52 Actor Richard 


53 Karenii* - 

55 Fa iry f- 

SSS.,VA. Ha* 


Ah<! 




fti 






> »■«., , Economy 

-• cm 

know yo u \ 

Illegal timber 
. trade rife in Asia 

toniiL? >0u are^sY (R) — Illegal logging study on illegal logging. illegal 

pain in p u Ublic m South East Asia and “Over the last decade, millions trade. 
“k ncH^ntions millions of dollars and in some cases billions of The 


Illegal timber 


' Htc ne^^ations m 

* 0 : (Oo„v ‘Y i*» lost rcvcnoe and tax 
the World Wide Fund 
out£^ ^ jo?Rioe has sa*dL 

^ uu ° n ' 

tasks that tropical timber is too 

s . rp7n , Ca “se jjile for some companies to 
(i/ : ct attention to local laws, 

STSfS 2l > k* 5 «**. ■« 

pie 5 ^®*“ **dr. author of a year-long 


Pi® order 
P 3 ^ sur, 


study on illegal logging. 

“Over the last decade, millions 
and in some cases billions of 
dollars have been lost in foreign 
exchange, uncollected forestry- 
related charges and foregone 
forest resources through illegal 
timber trade,” she said. 

“Hundreds of -thousands of 
hectares of forest, containing mil- 
lions of cubic metres of timber, 
have been logged annuall y either 


■ incxpensiv « SL$ 

caprico^ 

January 20\ ^'°%inartctal 
tacts can he ^ 

"s- ^j»*kcts 

£? m y°w 'vuL.^ 


Jordan Times 

In eo-op cra t ten wfcb 

Cairo Amman Bank 
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AQUari^. { 

by Exchange Market Summary 

November 9-Npvember 13, 1992) 

die highway, h’? { 

pjSCK. ~ ®*MAN — Profit-taking on die accumulated dollar positions finally 
20 ) Yc ’ . jrialised last week, taking the dollar on a steady dedioe against 
to cain ^5 ^ "a-P* 30 currencies throughout the week. The medium term dollar- 
inc m nf- , eri5 hedi!ii®a» remains, however, intact. The U.S. unit thus ended the week 
;e arriaaCer cent lower against the mark. 1.4 per cent lower against sterling, 
in fin - r ,u cew h *8her against the yen. 

nnaneial affair, e British pound dropped significantly Monday, on escalating 
ilation over a possible two per cent cut in Britain's base rate before 
of (be week. The dollar’s sharp rise against the pound helped, in 
to push the dollar against the mark, breaching resistance at 1.60 

P 's. The dollar thus end'd at what proved to belts highest levels of 
i neet at 1.6042 marks, 124.28 yen and $1.5105 to the pound sterling. 

~«Jtt^ijalyas were adamant, however, that the dollar’s latest show of 
\~gth; namely that in resisting (be technically required retreat, was 

\ a case of European currencies weakness. U.S. economic fan- 

n 'h — ratals have not yet produced evidence that the awaited turn-around 
□aterialised. They further added that traders were reluctant to 
late their long dollar positions because of the strongly held 
ptkm that faffing European interest rates will inevitably attract 
tors to the dollar. 

✓"V- — N ,e U.S. unit declined steacHy during the rest of the week, however, 
A /\ i*ders were finally encouraged to Liquidate their accumulated long 
' / \ t positions when the US. unit failed several times to decisively 
; Sx* resistance at 1.6050 marks. 

University of Michigan’s index of U.S. consumer confidence, 
WJF at die end of the week, indicated a sharp rise for early 

jf ~ ^ mber. It, nevertheless, had only a sbort-Uve effect on the exchange 

J y ' as the dollar ended at its lowest levels of the week against 

" '“^j.peaa currencies. 

M»Mt covering at the end of the week also lilted the pound, which 
|§1 at $1.5505 and 2.4354 marks. Observers maintained that sterling 
1 " ^cui over-sold during die week, as traders factored in a two per 

VQi; jc; cut in the base rate. The base rate was cut by only one per cent,- 
y in an announeeniefit made by the Chancellor of the 

! though: yGLr^uer- 
listener.”' 

tort dosing Katas for Major Cttrrwnrir r Against tta 


XAt &C^V3.S 


illegally, or to supply the illegal 
trade.” she pointed out. 

The report, based on data from 
governments, foresters, 
academics and non-government 
organisations, gives details of 
illegal sawmills in Burma which 
cut Thai timber and sell it back 
across the border to Thailand — 
where logging is forbidden — as 
Burmese wood. 

Thailand estimates that 2.5 mil- 
lion cubic metres of illegal log- 
ging takes place in the country 
annually. 

The report said that in one year 
179,600 hectares (443,880 acres) 
of forest was illegally logged in 
Malaysia, which was now using- 
satellite imagery m an effort to 
trade down illegal loggers In its 
Sarawak and Sabah states on the 
island of Borneo. 

Four million cubic metres of 
logs were smuggled out of the 
Philippines to Japan, South 
Korea and Taiwan over a 10-year 
period. 

A Manila study found that $5 
milli on was lost daily through ' 
illegal logging and other forestry ( 
malpractices. 

“Tropical forest countries in 
this region cannot halt the illegal 
trade alone,” Ms. Cafltster told a 
news conference. 

“Consuming countries ... and 
industry, have an obligation to 
help rind effective solutions. 
These activities severely under- 
mine international efforts to de- 
velop sustainable forestry man- 
agement,” she said. 


Egypt opts for limited 
Suez Canal expansion 


SUEZ (R) — Egypt has chosen 
the most limited of a range of 
: proposals to expand the Suez 
1 Canal because sluggish world 
trade will not support more ambi- 
tious options, the chairman of the 
Suez Canal Authority (SCA) 
said. 

The decision to opt for modest 
expansion reflected growing 
financial pressure on the SCA as 
the canal, built 120 years ago, 
competes with the high- 
technology Sumed pipeline for 
the trade of ‘giant oil tankers. 

Sumed, owned by a consortium 
of Gulf Arab oil producers and 
Egypt, runs from Ain Sukhna in 
the Red Sea to Sidi Keren in the 
Mediterranean and is boosting its 
pumping capacity by SO per cent 
to 120 million tonnes a year (876 
million barrels). 

The SCA has started to deepen 
the canal’s draught to 56 feet (17 
metres) from 53 feet (16 metres), 
allowing ships of up to 180,000 
dead weight tonnes (DWT) to 
pass through it fully loaded, SCA 
Chairman Mohammad Ezzat 
Adel told a news conference late 
Saturday. 

But tankers of up to 500,000 
DWT will be able to dock at Ain 
Sukhna, and up to 350,000 DWT 
at Sidi Keren, after Sumed com- 
pletes its expansion at the end of 
1993. 

Mr. Adel said more ambitious 
plans to deepen the Suez Canal to 
up to 72 feet (22 metres), enabl- 


AMM3UI FINANCIAL MARKS'! 

MOUSING BANK OUTER AMMAN - StMEISAMl 
TELEPHONE! 6402 70 / 663120 
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ing it to carry ships of up to 
300,000 DWT fully loaded, had 
been shelved as unprofitable after 
more than a year of agonising 
over them. 

Earlier this month, the canal 
announced tariff rate increases 
averaging three per cent to attract 
more trade in a sluggish shipping 
market, a slight drop in real terms 
when taking into account dollar 
inflation. 

It had announced a 2.2 percent 
rise in dollar profits for the last 
financial year to $1.83 billion 
from $1.78 billion. 

Traffic dropped by 9.3 per cent 
in the first half of 1992 to 8.353 
vessels compared to 9.209 in the 
same period of 1991. 

“We will begin to cany out 
complete (expansion) when the 
overcapacity in the world’s ship- 
ping fleet subsides,” Mr. Adel 
said. ‘The authority does not 
implement any project except af- 
ter confirming it will yield a rise 
in income in the short-term and 


long-term. ” 

SCA official Abdul Hamid 
Yousef said the SCA would fi- 
nance the 330 million Egyptian 
pound (S100 mffioo) e xpan s ion itsdf. not 
relying on central government 
foods. 

Shipping sources had put the 
72-foot expansion plan at about 
$850 million, which would have 
required the SCA to borrow hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars from 
the government at a time when. 
Cairo is under pressure to cut its 
budget deficit. 

Mr. Yousef said the plan will 
be completed in December 1993. 

SCA officials have travelled to 
major shipping hubs and lobbied 
the industry over the past year for 
supertanker trade for a greatly 
expanded canal, but met with a 
lukewarm response. 

The publicly-owned canal has 
traditionally been a major foreign 
currency earner for Egypt and a 
powerful political symbol of 
national sovereignty. 


World Bank chief 
says state role still 
needed in India 


BOMBAY (R) — The president 
of the World Bank has fold India, 
which is in the midst of liberalis- 
ing its economy after four de- 
cades of socialism, that a state 
role is still crucial in building 
infrastructure and helping peo- 
ple. 

Bank chief Lewis Preston, who 
flew to Calcutta Sunday on the 
final leg of a six-day visit to India, 
said it was essential to maintain 
the momentum of the country's 
bold reform programme which 
has liberalised trade and industry. 

But be said a safety net was 
important to ease the shock of 
moving to a more market- 
oriented economy. 

Mr. Preston told reporters 
Saturday there had been “no 
shortage of requests” for new 
borrowing from the federal and 
state governments during his visit 
to India, tong one of the-fc&ik's 
largest customers. 

He said the World Bank would 
supply some SI billion in new 
loans to help underpin the re- 
forms, but stressed that India 
must also contribute by funding 
infrastructure and raising the 
prices of certain commodities, 
such as electric power. 

“The government, at both the 
federal and state levels, has an 
essential role to play in developing 
India’s infrastructure and in in- 
vesting in its people,” Mr. Pre- 
ston said. 

He said it was essential to 
develop a safety net for those put 
out of work during the reform 
process. Donors were likely to 
support a suggestion by Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao that unutilised funds from 
World Bank projects could be 
diverted to a national renewal 
fund, he added. 

The fond would be used to help 
cushion the blow of dosing tam- 


able state industries, according to 
Indian officiate. 

India has $20 billion in the 
pipeline unutilised international 
aid. 

Mr. Preston said be agreed 
with the government's step-by- 
step approach to the withdrawal 
of subsidies on a range of pro- 
ducts because a sudden removal 
could cause large-scale hardship. 

But he insisted that the private 
sector needed clear signals from 
the government about the next 
phase of reforms, particularly on 
when and by how mnch tariff 
rates would be cut. 

“It’s terribly important m the 
next phase that foe government 
does not loose momentum,” Mr. 
Preston fold a news conference 
Saturday in Bombay after visiting 
one of Asia's biggest shuns. 

In the past 18 months, India 
has abandoned four decades of 
socialism, dismantling rigid con- 
trols on industry, liberalising 
trade, opening its stock markets 
to outside investors and making 
the rupee partially convertible. 

But business leaders have been 
pressing for more, including full 
rupee convertibility, lower corpo- 
rate taxes and the ending of 
restrictions on closing factories 
and sacking workers. 

* Mr. Preston said the bank, 
which has annual lending of 
around $2.0 bOlion to India, is 
expected to approve shortly a 
long-discussed sectoral adjust- 
ment loan of $500 million for the 
national renewal fund and other 
social projects. 

The bank was also ready to 
provide another loan of up to 
$500 million for trade adjust- 
ment, if tariff levels were further 
reduced. Bank officiate say that 
India’s tariffs, at more than 100 
per cent on some items, are 
among the highest in the world. 


Japanese car makers 
report lower profits 


TOKYO (R) — Honda Motor 
Co. Ltd. and Mazda Motor Corp. 
joined the lengthening queue of 
Japanese car makers reporting 
sharply lower profits. 

Both firms said weak demand 
and the strong yen took fog bites 
out of profits in the six months of 
the end of September, and the 
fiscal year’s second half does not 
look any better. 

“The recovery in domestic 
sales will be slow and difficult, 
and the situation in the United 
States is similar,” a senior Honda 
official told reporters. “The up- 
turn in new car sales may not 
come until the second half of next 
year." 

Honda's parent net profit 
slumped seven per cent to 15.17 
billion yen ($123 million) in the 
six months to Sept. 30 from the 
same period the previous year. 

it also said group net profit 
plunged 33 per cent to 26.36 
biliion yen (S224 million). 

But that was nothing compared 
to the 85 per (tent dive in Mazda's 
parent net profit to 621 million 
yen ($5.04 million). 

Still, Honda and Mazda have 
avoided the fate of Nissan Motor 
Co. Ltd. and Fuji Heavy Indus- 
tries, which both reported six- 
month net losses this month. 

Mitsubishi Motors Corp also 
announced lower six-month pro- 
fits this month. 

Japan's once unbeatable car 
makers have .struggled as sales 


fell along with the economy. 
Vehicle diemand here fell 7.3 per 
cent in the six months through 
September, the Japan Auto- 
mobile Manufacturers Associa- 
tion said recently. 

Honda and Mazda have not 
escaped, with domestic factory 
sales of cars slipping 13 and 10 
per cent respectively. 

The yen's advance against the 
doDar also weighed them down. 
Honda expected an exchange rate 
of 130 yen to the dollar in the 
half-year just ended. It has 
turned out to be 126.65 yen. 

Each one yen difference shifts 
group results by about three bil- 
lion yen ($24.3 million), a Honda 
official said. Honda is expecting a 
rate of 125 yen in the current 
half-year, he said. 

Both firms have been strug- 
gling to rationalise production 
and cut costs. 

Mazda last month decided to 
scrap plans for a second sales 
network in the United States to 
market luxury cars, and for two 
new luxury sedans targetted at 
the U.S. market 

It also decided to pull out ai 
sports car races, indn&ng the Le 
Mans 24-hour endurance race ta 
France. 

Honda quit Formula One 
motor racing, in which its engines 
have been a dominant force fora 
decade, although it insisted the 
move was unrelated to the busi- 
ness slump. 
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Gulf Arab officials 
see Saddam blocking 
Iraq’s oil pipelines 

DUBAI (R) — Gulf Arabs are routes and on how the income 
confident Iraq is unlikely to ex- from such sales should be used, 
port oil freely while President The officials said that a reversal 
Saddam Hussein remains inpow- by President Saddam on the issue 
er and dismiss oil market jitters would mean a serious loss of face 
about a possible early Iraqi re- and was highly unlikely, 
turn. Although Iraq probably had an 

“They (traders) are taking the export capacity of 2.5' million 
possible return of Iraq much too barrels per day’ for the market to. 
seriously. There Is no evidence to take drat as the likely level of 
siqgest that a resumption of Iraqi resumed exports was “crazy,'.' 
oil exports is imminent,” one one said. 

senior Arab oil official said Sun- The officials said that what chef 
day. market was apparently ignoring 

“It is illogical, completely un- was the political context, 
founded,” said another. U.S.-led Western allies that. 

The oil market has fix- several drove Iraqi troops out of occu- 
weeks been concerned that pied Kuwait were in no mood to ■ 
OPEC states were producing too allow President Saddam the life- ■ 
mnch oil. Benchmark Brent line he needs to rebuild* his 
erode for December delivery en- domestic front and restore Iraqi - 
ded the week Friday at $18.90/95 power in the region. Gulf diplo- 
per barrel, well down on the mats said. 

Iraq Saturday accused Iran and ' 

turning M- 

I niie as a key oil producer once' 
prices tow was the feu of an ^ v N * lifted. 

uncontrolled return of Iraqi oil „ fr r „ ;H 

that would flood the market. 

One official said OPEC was f®* *• tWD 0PEC • 

!7Ti .r, ri deed keen to establish as big a 

wrong when it announced at its • , . . ■ , 

— - share of the market as possible 

f °ggl e Iran T ta mainly wanted 
attentio n on nmeatatg eapec- opEC rccstabliri) ^duction- 

Moatrf an eariy retain of Iraqi od discipline to beip shore up price, 
was misleading. They that sagged considerably due to: 

knew then as they know now that - 

Iraq won’t be allowed to export £“ on S u,dellnes s ’ nc = 
oil again while Saddam is in DCT * 

power,” the official said. The guidelines had been iarge- 

Another said that even if a ly in abeyance since the August 
resumption of Iram ofl exports 1990 invasion of Kuwait when' 
was allowed, it woold be on a very producers rushed to replace Iraqi 
limited scale to pay for bamanita- and Kuwaiti oil sales. Iran felt it 
rian imports permitted under did not have a fog enough slice of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- these increased exports, 
tious. Iraqi Oil Minister Usama AI 

An expected visit to the U.N. Hiti has repeatedly said over the 
by Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister past week that he would cooper- 
Taroq Aziz would make no differ- ate with OPEC partners to lift oil 
ence, be added. prices to $21 per barrel once the 

Limited sales were allowed a embargo was removed, 
year ago but Iraq has rejected as The Gulf officials said lack- • 
a violation of its sovereignty the ed the export muscle to back up 
restrictions on volumes and his words with deeds. 


Daunting banking 
issues face Clinton 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President-elect Bill Clinton’s 
hopes of turning around tiie ailing 
economy could hinge on his 
administration's ability to work 
with the banking, sector, accord- 
ing to industry officials and 


with well over U.S. 100 banks 
failing each year and many in- 
stitutions still reluctant to lend 
money. Mr. Clinton will have to 
come up with a strategy to get the 
sector working again. The banks 
play such a key role in financing 
economic growth that he cannot 
ignore their problems for long. 

“The (president-elect) ... is 
going to have to an implicit 
understanding of the problems so 
there aren't any surprises, ” said 
Karen Shaw, bank consultant and 
Democratic activist who heads 
the Institute for Strategic De- 
velopment. 

A range of position papers are 
being drafted by banking analysts 
who are Clinton advisers. None 
has been adopted as policy for the 
new a d m i nist ration yet. 

But they outline a daunting 
array of banking issues: 

— A rush of banks closures will 
hit in the first three months of a 
Clinton presidency. Up to 80 
banks and 27 thrifts, including big 
ones, may be shuttered, draining 
more than $20 bfllkm in assets 
from the economy. 

Unless bandied smoothly, this 
could cause a public confidence 
problem in die banking system 
Ms. Sraw said. 

— Bank credit shows signs of 


improving but remains extremely 
tight for several reasons. Bankers 
ray there are too few creditwor- 
thy borrowers, and regulations 
from Washington discourage 
lending. Banks are making record 
profits purely on interest rate 
spreads, raising cheap short-term 
money and reinvesting it in high- 
yielding bonds. 

If Mr. Clinton wants to stimu- 
late investment in small — and 
medium-sized businesses, key en- 
gines of economic growth, he will 
need to ensure that the banks are 
there to lend. 

But credit needs must be ba- 
lanced against safe and prudent 
banking practices, said Orin 
Kramer, a Clinton adviser wbo worked 
on banking issues in the Carter 
White House. 

“Regulatory policy dearly has 
had an impact on bank lending, 
and that has to be evaluated,” 
Mr. Kramer said. 

— The thrift cleanup is stalled 
for lack of money. Regulators 
want $42 billion immediately to 
finish the job. 

That’s double the money Mf. 
Ginton wants in his first year to 
rebuild highways — and" it’s a 
programme that goes nothing to 
win votes, promote jobs or. 
growth. The thrift cleanup only 
adds to a deficit that Mr. Clinton 
has vowed to cut. 

Bert Ely, a thrift consultant in 
Alexandria, Virginia, said the 
new administration has no choice 
but to push through the money, 
however politically unpopular it 
might be. 


Birth stones are not an invention. It is a 
historical fact. How could you live without 
yours !?? 

We carry all birth stones. 
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World News 


Heavy fighting rages 
around Liberian capital 


MONROVIA (Agencies) — 
Shellfire rocked Monrovia Sun- 
day in die heaviest fighting for a 
week between West African 
aided forces and Charles Taylor's 
rebels. 

Military sources said the seven- 
nation ECOMOG force was 
mopping up guerrilla resistance in 
preparation for a heavier assault 
against the rebels. 

Artillery rumbled through die 
night interspersed by small arms 
fire. The persistent shooting and 
the intensity of the shelling sug- 
gested guerrilla resistance was 
*t iff. 

‘“It is only the beginning,” an 
.army officer told Renters. 

ECOMOG commanders have 
barred reporters from the front- 
Jmes for three days from Sunday. 

■ .Nigeria, leader of the West 
African Force now numbering 
■some 15,000 men and backed by 
planes and warships, has rein- 
forced its contingent with heavy 
weapons which officers say they 
need to enforce a ceasefire in 
Liberia. 

A Nigerian ship landed the last 
tanks, armoured vehicles and lag 
guns Saturday. 

Sources close to ECOMOG 
add they expected the force to go 
on the offensive between now 
and Monday to punch through 
territory held by Mr. Taylor. 

Until now the force has been 
bogged down' defending a buffer 
zone it created around Monrovia 
after Mr. Taylor’s National Re- 
sistance Front of Liberia (NPFL) 
attacked the capital on Oct 15. 

Highly-placed ECOMOG 
sources said Guinean MiG jets 
were about to join a Nigerian 
squadron of Alpha jets pounding 
Mr. Taylor’s positions. Ghanaian 
planes were also returning to 
combat duty after they were with- 
drawn earlier, the sources said. 

Guinean artillery crews with 
B-21 multiple rocket launchers 
have been taking positions in the 
past week. Some of their firepow- 
er silenced rebel shelling around 
Monrovia this week. 

The seven-nation force re- 


ceived new orders from West 
African leaders last week to en- 
force a ceasefire in Liberia’s 
three-year civil war and disarm 
die guerrillas. 

As dawn broke over the shell- 
shocked city, many residents 
observing a curfew, from ^6:00- 
p.m. to 8:00 a.m.- clustered in 
front of their doors to discuss the 
fighting. Others peeped through 
half-drawn curtains into the emp- 
ty streets. 

People venturing to their gates 
apeared disturbed that fighting 
was still gping on so close to the 
city despite ECOMOG ’s four- 
week-old drive against the rebels. 

“We thought they bad cleared 
them off but it seems die rebels 
are so many. They kill them but 
drey keep colzting, , ' a homeless 
Liberian wbo slept in a Monrovia 
office said. 

ECOMOG Commander 
Major-General Adetnnji Otorin 
has vowed be will fulfil bis orders 
to impose a ceasefire and put the 
guerrillas in camps after dis- 
arming them. 

“I mil do what our . .mandate 
asks me to do,” he said Saturday. 

“We must disarm and encamp 
guerrillas and dear the way for 
general elections as decided by 
ECOWAS,” he said, referring to 
the Economic Community of 
West African States. 

The West African leaders from 
the 16-natkm Economic Com- 
munity of West African States 
(ECOWAS) also called for 
s trengthening the allied force. 
Burkina Faso ami Ivory Coast, 
both known to be sympathetic to 
Mr. Taylor, are considering join- 
ing. 

The interim government in 
Monrovia said Saturday that 
guerrillas of Mr. Taylor mas- 
sacred hundreds of civilians in a 
suburb of the capital a month 
ago. 

Interim President Amos 
Sawyer told political leaders that 
NPFL guerrillas “carried out 
house-to-house searches in Bar- 
nersville murdering civilians 
especially employees of the in- 


terim government.” 

Information Minister I-amini 


Warity said the government had 
reports of between 600 and 700 
people killed. “We have no in- 
dication really of what the exact 
number is but it could exceed 
that, who knows?” he told the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC). 

There was no independent cor- 
raboratkm of the allegation. 

Meanwhile a U.S. -chartered 
transport plane Sew into Monro- 
via Saturday carrying vaccines 
and other supplies to fight a 
measles epidemic that drake out 
when the Liberian capital became 
a huge refugee camp. 

The U.S. government char- 
tered the 0130 from southern air 
transport, a company dial em- 
ploys ex-Vietnam war pilots and 
specialises in frying int the world's 
danger zones. 

Mr. Taylor tried to shut down 
the airport with rocket attacks 
two weeks ago, and threatened 
Friday to shoot down any planes 
that flew in. 

But the West African army 
defending Monrovia apparently 
has pushed Mr. Taylor’s fighters 
back, and the charter company 
Weasua continued its flights 
Saturday. 

More than 200,000 suburban 
refugees have crowded into Mon- 
rovia since the siege began. 

A measles epidemic has killed 
an unknown number of children 
and infected more than 600, and 
relief workers fear there could be 
outbreaks of more unmanageable 
disease, ‘Such as cholera. 

The city's piped water supply 
was cut off in the fighting three 
weeks ago, and the United Na- 
tions and West Africans were 
trucking water in from shallow 
wells. 

Saturday’s flight carried 10,000 
vaccines ordered by the Belgian 
branch of Medednes Sans Fron- 
tierts (Doctors Without Bor- 
ders), which had been stranded in 
neighbouring Ivory Coast when 
pilots refused to tty in because of 
Mr. Taylor’s threats. 
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10 killed in German train crash 


NORTHEIM, Germany (R) — - A German freight train lost 
several wagons and one hurtled info an oncoming passenger (rain 
early Sunday, killing at least 10 people and injuring many, police 
said. They said 30 passengers were admitted to hospital in critical 
condition and many more suffered lesser injuries after the 
collision in the north-central German town of Northern. Officials 
feared the death toll would rise. Rescue squads were searching for 
two or three passengers believed to be lying under a passenger 
coach which tumbled onto an adjacent street after the colfison. A 
police spokesman said the freight train was heading south at 90 
kilometres per hour when several wagons broke free. One of 
them veered onto the parallel track and smashed into the 
passenger train approaching at 120 kflometrek an hour. The 
impact demolished the passenger train’s locomotive and its driver 
was killed. The train’s first two coaches derailed and the following 
five toppled over. 


Angolan leaders challenge UNITA 


LUANDA (R) — The Angolan government put UNITA on 
notice Sunday dial a new parliament would be convened 
regardless of whether the opposition movement participated. 
. “Partiament will function with or without UNITA,” Deputy 
.Foreign Minister Johnny Pinock Eduardo told state-run media. 
*“We cannot continue to be prisoners of a party which lost the 
elections." UNITA began a military advance after rejecting 
.results of Angola’s first multi-party elections, held in late 
^September, which gave the government a hefty parliamentary 
'majority. In the poll, President Jose Eduardo Dos Santos 
banrowly failed to win enough votes to avoid a run-off with 
1 UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi, his foe in a 16-year dvfl war that 
ended in peace accords signed in May 1991. The government said 
Saturday it would call a meeting of tbe country’s parties to discuss 
forming a new parliament ana national unity government and 
folding a second round of presidential elections. 


German police thwart-neo-NazI march 


HALBE, Germany (R) — About 1,500 sealed off an east German 
~ village and thwarted a banned neo-Nazi pilgrimage march Sunday 
"to a graveyard of 20,000 SS troops killed in the 1945 battle for 
Berlin. Hundreds of neo-Nazis approaching in cars and buses 
• wer e turned back by police who tr a n sfor med tbe bucolic village of 
Halbe into a bristling fo rtre ss with roadblocks, dog patrols and 
'helicopters. Officers interrogated neo-Nazis, searched their cars, 
seized crude weapons and stripped prohibited Nazi regalia from 
vehicle roofs and bonnets. Spiked carpets were laid across roads 
'to prevent vehicles speeding through checkpoints. 


Over 230 dead in Indian rains 


.'NEW DELHI (R) — More than 230 people are feared dead in 
' torrential’ rains which lashed the southern tip of India for four 
_ Bays, according to domestic news agency reports Sunday. The 
' United News of India (UNI) said about 100 people were feared 
killed by a landslide in the state of Tamil Nadu. It gave no details 
about what would be the worst single tragedy in rains caused by a 
cyclone in tbe Bay of Bengal which have kilted scores of people in 
' Tamil Nadu and neighbouring Kerala. But it said confirmation of 
the figure would bring the Ta mil N adu death toll to more than 
230. The Press T ust of India (PTI), meanwhile, said the Tamil 
' Nadu toll was ax least 120 while more than 30 died in Kerala. 


Nigeria hopes to head off anger 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s military rulers have launched a 
campaign to bead off popular anger when they announce another 
delay in die long-promised restoration of civilian rule. It wiD be 
the third postponement in three years. Official sources say the 
army is concerned it could boost unease in Africa’s most populous 
country. President Ibrahim Babaqgida, a general who seized 
power in 1985, is expected to announce the delay in a broadcast 
within the* next 72 hours. The Lagos-based campaign for 
democracy, which considers Gen. Babangjda's pro g ramme a 


sham designed to perpetuate army rule, has urged people to make 
if be stays beyond Jan. 2. But his 


Nigeria ungovernable 
tightly -controlled programme to elect a civilian successor 
unstuck during primary voting intended to narrow tbe fieki to two 
candidates. Widespread fraud discredited the process so badly 
that it was scra pp ed. 


Landsbergis 
fights for 
life in 
Lithuanian 


elections 


VILNIUS, Lithuania (R) — 
Lithuanians voted in the second 
round of parliamentary elections 
Sunday, with former Communists 
seeking a decisive majority and 
independence leader Vytautas 
Landsbergis fighting for his poli- 
tical life. 

Tbe ex-communist Democra- 
tic Labour Party (DLP), surprise 
victor in tbe firet round on Oct. 
25, looked well placed to build 
ou its strong showing in Sunday's 
nui-off ballots in 61 constituen- 
cies across tbe Baltic state. 

But Mr. landsbergis and his 
Sajudis nationalist Party, driving 
force behind Lithuania's victo- 
rious campaign, for independ- 
ence from tiie Soviet Union, bl- 
asted defiantly they could stage a 
recovery. 

“Tbe second round ballot will 
redress the situation,” an opti- 
mistic Landsbergis said last week. 

The shock Sajudis defeat three 
weeks ago showed Mr. Landsber- 
gis was paying tbe price at the 
polls for introducing economic 
reforms that have sent prices 
spiralling fester than wages and 
caused considerable hardship. 

Figures published by ITAR- 
TASS News Agency highlighted 
the depth of the crisis: Industrial 
output in the first 10 months of 
the year fell by a startling 48.5 per 
cent in relation to the same 
period of 1991 . Jn October alone, 
production fell 13.1 per cent from 
September. 

Another rebuke from the vo- 
ters would leave former music 
professor Landsbergis in danger 
of losing his power base as chair- 
man of parliament. Although be 
has said he will run in presidential 
election expected within the next 
few months. 

His rival Algiidss Brazauskas 
formerly headed Lithuania's 
Communist Party but retained 
popularity because he backed the 
independence cause. Along with 
Estonia and Latvia. Lithuania 
won back its statehood in 
September 1991 after 51 years of 
rule from Moscow. 

The DLP, blaming Sajudis for 
the economic crisis and the de- 
cline of Lithuania's traditionally 
strong form sector, favours im- 
proving relations with Moscow 
and easing the pain of tbe press- 
market reforms. 

The first round of the elections, 
the first since the end of Soviet 
rule, gave tbe DLP 44 seat in the 
141-member parliament against a 
total of 28 for Sajudis and the 
allied Christian Democrats. So- 
da! Democrats and the Polish 
minority party won five and three 
seats respectively. 
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Bosnian children look for food in a U.N. garbage dump. Tbe shortage of food sends 
ppamc to this site (where tbe U.N. soldiers throw their garbage) looking for 


dozens of Boo- 
of food (AFP 


photo) 


truce under renewed 


threat as fighting reported 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnia's 
shaky ceasefire came under re- 
newed threat Sunday as fighting 
was reported in several areas 
including the besieged capital 
Sarajevo, where a cold snap 
added to tbe woes of its people. 

The commander of U.N. forces 
in the region. General Philippe 
Morillon, still insisted Saturday 
night that despite several viola- 
tions of the three -day-old cease- 
fire, it had not broken down 
irretrievably. 

“That is normal just two days 
after a ceasefire,” be told repor- 
ters. 

U.N. sources said they had 
received more, reports of fighting 
Saturday than oo i the day before. 
“But I can’t say whether that 
means more fighting or better 
reporting ” one source said. 


cac to see what was going cm 
there. 

Gen. Morillon said Saturday he 
planned to send more U.N. milit- 
ary observers to areas of tension, 
citing Gradacac as one of them. 

The Bosnian Serb News Agen- 
cy (SRNA) also reported fighting 
□ear Bihac in another Muslim- 
con trolled enclave in the north 
west surrounded by Serb-held 
territory. As with other reports, it 
could not be verified. 


Sarajevo Radio reported con- 
tinued heavy fighting in Grada- 
cac, gge last major Muslim-held 
town in northern Bosnia, whose 
capture would give Serbs a land 
corridor across the whole terri- 
tory. 


It said several thousand Mus- 
lim fighters had launched an afl- 
oat attack on Serb positions in the 
region. In one area hand-to-hand 
fighting was reported in which 19 
Serb soldiers had been wounded. 

The latest offensive in the re- 
gion had prompted women in 
Petrov ac and Drvar districts to 
demand that all Serbian men wbo 
had left the area for Serbia to 
escape the fighting return and 
figfat or face a life-time ban from 
their homeland, SRNA reported. 


The report, which could not be 
immediately verified, said Serb 
forces backed by heavy artillery 
Launched an all-out attack on 
defence lines around the town of 
55,000 people, some 60 per cent 
of them Muslims. 

Tt quoted the town’s local gov- 
ernment as calling on Gen. Moril- 
lon and the Bosnian leadership to 
rend foreign observers to Grada- 


In Sarajevo some machipe- 
gun, mortar and heavy sniper lire 
was reported, but it was relatively 
light compared to past weeks. 

Sarajevo Radio said Serb 
forces were "in a way” respecting 
the ceasefire ’ in Sarajevo, but 
only to divert attention while they 
intensified attacks on other 
fronts. 

Of more prerv:..;. concern for 
the 380,000 * . • ;ring inhabi- 
tants of !’ ? the arrival 

of the . • nter as 


termperatures plunged to minus 
five degrees Celsius. 

The gas supply used by most 
for cooking and by many for 
beating bad been cut, and en- 
gineers were trying to establish 
why. 

The electricity supply was in- 
termittent because one of the 
main power lines was hit near 
Vogosca, north west of Sarajevo. 
The attack was expected to bring 
a protest from U.N. forces fol- 
lowing pledges from all sides that 
^tsgntial services would not be 
targeted. 

Tbe United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) agreed Sunday to help 
the Sarajevo City Council dispose 
of garbage, which has been piling 
up all over the rity aad a ccr mfmg to 
hospital authorities now presents 
a health haxzard. 

With no collection for over a 
month, an estimated 10,000 cubic 
metres of rubbish is heaped in- 
foul-smelling piles, where do^ 
and the occasional beggar rum- 


mage. 

A Red Cross convoy of 20 
buses was leaving Sarajevo Sun- 
day for Belgrade taking the elder- 
ly, pregnant women and other 
non-combatants to safety. 

Those leaving had been due to 
go out last week but the convoys 
were stopped after one of the 
drivers was shot on the city’s 
notorious '‘sniper alley” airport 
road as he was returning from 
delivering bis passengers. 


iritish police foil H. \ bomb plot 


LONDON (R) — A chance 
notice road check prevented the 
IRA from pulling off one of its 
biggest bombings but security 
sources warned Sunday that a 
powerful explosion in the run-op 
io Christmas was still possible. 

Police seized one tonne of ex- 
plosives in North London Satur- 
day just hours before the colour- 
ful Lord Mayor's Show, an 
annual parade which attracts 
thousands of spectators to the city 
centre. But it was unclear if the 
pageant was the IRA target. 

An officer who was shot and 
wounded when police stopped a 
van for a routine check Saturday 
was recovering in hospital while 
police interrogated one man 
arrested at the scene and hunted 
for another who escaped. Police 
appealed to people who recog- 
nised the blue Volvo van to come 
forward. 

“We appeal to the public to 
remain vigilant.” said a spokes- 
woman at Scotland Yard Police 
Headquarters Sunday. 

Tbe Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) did not comment on the 


incident but the police anti- 
terrorist branch said it had no 
doubt it had foiled an IRA opera- 
tion. 

Security sources said they 
feared the IRA might still be 
planning a “spectacu lar ” bomb 
on the mainland. 

“There is no doubt that this is 
the work of tbe provisional IRA 
who are once again intent cm 
causing death and destruction on 
a large scale in tbe streets of 
London,” an anti-terrorist branch 
officer said. 

Senior officers said if tbe explo- 
sives bad been set off at a central 
London location in the daytime it 
would have caused “untold car- 


nage. 

In its guerrilla war to force 
Britain out of Northern Ireland, 
the IRA has recently targe tted 
London in a way not seen since 
tbe 1970s, saying one explosion in 
tbe capital is worth a month of 
bombing in Belfast in terms of 
publicity. 

Security sources were divided 
about how tbe IRA mainland 
bombing campaign would de- 


velop but agreed that based on 
their own information a Kg blast 
could be expected. 

Some forecast a steady escala- 
tion in the run-up to Christmas 
while others believe that after 
one Kg action tbe campaign 
would cease ahead of tbe inau- 
guration of BOI Ctinton as U.S. 
president in January. It is under- 
stood that tbe IRA thinks Mr. 
Clinton might get more involved 
in a solution for peace in North- 
ern Ireland. 

There were 16 small explosions 
around London last month, one 
man was killed and more than a 
dozen injured. 

The IRA, in an interview with 
Renters in Belfast, signalled 
Tuesday that it had enough ex- 
plosives and guerrfllas in place for 
a major pre-Christmas bombing 
blitz in London. 

“We are in a position when it 
suits n$ to increase the pressure, 
rest assured, that null occur,” an 
IRA spokesman said. “Logisti- 
cally we are feeing into the 1990's 
in a position to mount a sustained 
and sustainable campaign.” 


Fighting 
flares in 
Karabakh, 
Tajikistan 


MOSCOW (AP) — Vidoos fight- 
ing between Armenian and Azer- 
baijani forces in the disputed 
southern Nagorno-Karabakh 
t er ri to ry has left an es timat ed 30 
people dead since Friday, news 
agencies said. 

Azerbaijan’s Defence Ministry 
ac cpytd Armenia of la unching 
the attack Friday night in the 
Mazdakert district of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, the Interfax and 
ITAR-TASS News Agencies 
said. But Karabakh officials 
Mam ed Azerbaijan. 

The sides have fought over tbe 
tiny Armenian-held region _ m 
Azerbaijan since 1988, kfltag 
more than 1,500 people and driv- 
ing thousands from their homes. 
The violence has defied settle- 
ment by Russian and foreign 
mediators. 

• Interfax quoted tbe pro- 
independence Karabakh News 
Agency as saying Azerbaijani 
femes retreated after the fighting, 
leaving bodies of 34 men on tbe 
field. Two Armenian fighters also 
were krOed. 


But Azerbaijan claimed there 
were 30 bodies of Armenian 
fighters, not Azerbaijani It said 
Armenia also lost a tank and two 
armoured personnel carriers. 

Neither datnts could be inde- 
pendently verified. 

Fighting raged in another for- 
mer Soviet hotspot Friday in the 
Central Asian Republic of Ta- 
jikistan. The Tajik Security 
Ministry said rebels attacked i 
suburb of the capital Dushanbe 
killing four people. 


Tajikistan, bordering China 
and Af g h anis tan, descended into 
Moody dan and territorial war- 
fare in September when a coali- 
tion of democratic and Islamic 
groups forced ex-communist 
President Rakhmon Nabtyev to 
resign. 

Skirmishes have erupted since 
then across the impoverished 
state. Tbe Security Ministry said 
government forces managed to 
take back some land in the pro- 
Nablyev southern region of 
Kulyab, but that the situation was 
tense. 


The fighting has been fuelled by 
gun-smuggling from Afghanistan. 
Border guard officers Saturday 
warned Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin they would strike unless 
their units were reinforced, 
ITAR-TASS reported. 

They claimed local Tajik and 
Afghan officials were “conniv- 
ing” to maintain the arms trade, 
sometimes letting smugglers 
shoot at border guards from both 
sides of the frontier, ITAR-TASS 
said. 


Tajik President Akbarshah 
Iskandarov pleaded with lawmak- 
ers m a television address Friday 
to stow up a parliament session 
set for Monday in the northern 
town of Khodzhent. Tbe parlia- 
ment hopes to resolve tbe crisis, 
although some warring factions 
vo wed to disrupt the session. 

Thirty lawmakers Had gathered 
in Khodzhent as of Saturday, 
ITAR-TASS reported. The par- 
liament needed a quorum of 154 
to convene. 


Nationalists also were turning 
to po litical action in tbe western 
fonner Soviet Republic of Mol- 
dova Saturday. Veterans of Mol- 
dova’s simmering battle against 
'cparatist Shws formed a political 
uty dedica te d to keeping the 
republic together, officials said. 

More than 800 people have 
died in two years of fighting in the 
eastern Trans-Dniester region of 
Moldova, whose mostly Russian 
and Ukrainian residents reject 
Moldo van nationalists’ dream of 
reunifying with Romania. 


Honecker trial to continue minus one defendant 


BERLIN (R) — Tbe manslaugh- 
ter trial of former east German 
leader Erich Honecker and dose 
associates resumes Monday with 
the defence predicting it will soon 
collapse after one defendant 
dropped out last week. 

Friedrich Wolff, one of Hon- 
ec tier's three lawyers, said the 
Beilin’s court decision to excuse 
former east German Prime Minis- 
ter Willi Stoph from the trial 
Friday after he suffered a heart 
attack signalled the “beginning of 
the end.” 

Mr. Honecker and tbe others,' 
who have a combined age of 452, 

are charged with causing the 
deaths of 13 defectors at the 
Berlin Wall border in what is 
Germany’s most spectacular 
court case since the 1945-46 
Nuremberg War Crimes Tribun- 
al. 

But the long-awaited trial’s first 
session last Thursday was abruptly 
stopped by the judge after only 45 
minutes when defence lawyers 
revealed that Mr. Stoph was too 
ill to attend. 

“I expect more and more of the 


defendants will drop out, Mr. 
Honecker quite soon,” Mr. Wolff 
told Saturday's Mitteldeutsche 
Zeitung daily, published in Halle 
in the east of reunified Germany. 

Mr. Honecker, 80. has termin- 
al liver cancer but he and his four 
comrades appeared outwardly 
vital and defiant at the opening 
session in a court adjoining thg 
grim Moabit Prison. 

“Honecker is determined not 
to appear weak before tbe judges 
but you must not forget that he 
has only a few more months to 
live,’’ Mr. Wolff was quoted by 
the paper as saying. 

Mr. Honecker and bis ex- 
colleagues are charged with man- 
slaughter for causing tbe deaths 
of a representative selection of 13 
east Germans shot by marksmen 
on the former inter-German bor- 
der. 

Prosecutors accuse the six of 
drafting a shoot-to-kill order to 
east German border guards rh*t 
resulted in more than 200 
from the wall’s building in 1961. 

Mr. Stoph, 78, is excused from 
the tnal until his health improves 


but Monday’s session still has to 
address the frail health of the five 
remaining defendants. 

“Nothing demonstrates better 
this controversial trial’s inner 
weakness and outer vulnerabil- 
ity,” commented Sunday’s Welt 
Am Sonntag newspaper. 

Lawyers for fonner Stasi secur- 
ity police chief Erich Mielke, 84, 
have already lodged in appeal 
demanding that their client be 
tried separately because be can 
only withstand two-bour court 
appearances. 


But the proceedings went 
□bead due to strong public press- 
ure for a settling of accounts with 
the repressive neo-Stafinist reg- 
ime, overthrown in a 1989 popu- 
lar revolution that tore down the 
Berlin Wall. 



Taiwan 

allowing rhino"" , |r 
horn imports 


TAIPEI (R) — lUw 
denied accusations bjf 


Tbe other accused are former 
Defence Minister Heinz Kessler 
72, his deputy Fritz Stretetz, 66! 
and Hans Albrecht, 72, once a 
regional Communist Party boss. 

Mr.Albrecbt’s health is so 
shaky that be was allowed to 
remain free after he was charged. 
Mr. Kessler and Mr. Streletz are 
befieved to be in fair Kit uncer- 
tain health. 


Karin Gueffroy, who has 
brought a separate action for the 
1989 killing of her son Chris, said 
she was shocked by Mr. Honeck- 
er * s . behaviour at the opening 
session when be szpOed at toe 
spectators and gave the two- 
finger ‘V-for-victory” sign. 

“He’s a cynic, an we-cold 
cynic," she told Welt Am Sonn- 
tag in an interview. 


Some Germans have been dis- 
trabed by tbe spectacle of trying 
six elderly men with health prob- 
teras, a rare event here. 


A** co-plaintiff Ms. Gneffrav 
fo t |£° Ctiy opposite tfo accused 
foro-of-tito-centuiy court 
SOmc °f Berih?s 
mnnfcr 

h - 5 SSsaf- 

moved, as if Ik was sor- 


national environment 
that the island allows 
rhinoceros horn. T 
WiRflife Fund and ' fir 
Wildlife Federation' 
asked the United State 
to impose sanction' 
Taiwan, South Korea, 
the Republic of Yen ' 
the environmental 
are allowing imporfe 
horn. ’’Iraposnig'i/ 
against us because of 
information wonId .be / 
able, we have done 
protect wildlife in a sL 
of time,” an afihaal sk? 
phone. Smuggling a£i - 
b, however, befitted * t 
pant, a local consetvat " 

about $8.8 millio n wtut, 

rhino bom, ivory asd^ 
life parts have bed. 
burned since 199QL Tt 
meat gave tradition?' 
medicine shops a 'grata 
sefl off existing stock 
born, estimated to tofc 
ne, that they held <1 
import ban was impose 
believe ritino horn c 
fever. 
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Bardot admifti 
to hospital 




SAINT-TROPEZ, Ha 


French screen godife; “ 
Bardot was rushed' V 
after apparently takm 
dose of tranqDxnncacf. 1 
allowed home after! ‘ 
stomach pampedv 
sources said Sue y.ir - 
58, who has retired' - 
cinema and dedicated 
animal welfare acti- 
adntitted to the emeif 
of the Oasis Oimc in f - ~ m -r • 
her home in the c hr- ‘ -* : - 
Sal&t-Tropez, Satan - * -- • 
She left the dinfe tt: 

(0090 GMT) Sunday id 
going tiie treatments ~ 
she had been upset^ Q ,,- 
discovery last moad&' i. v 
grave of a dozen 
chateau in Ramatw 
Saint-Tropez. Ms. B$- -• f -. : 
married a close icar J.\. I 
extreme-right anti% 

National Front leaderJ~ ? . 

Ie Pen earlier this jsi- 
come increasingly roffi 
animal rights, and has r _ 
snits against neighbor 
celebrity resort. la* 

1980s, she led an 'tat- ; 
campaign against the). 
baby seals. More iwii- - ’ • 
has led a campaign a# ' 
ing in France, one of ft 
most popular pastinuu 
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Thai police brij. 
50boyprostltu 


BANGKOK (R) - A- 
50 barboys and male p 
some under the age d 
arrested over fee - tri- 
Bangkok and intheseS, 
resort of Pattaya, I«a 
ports said. Raids iff 1? 
ted - 24 boys and yomig 
swoop on streets' in 
frequented by forrig 
brought in auc4hex26^._' 
on Sunday newspaper!'; 
ly elected Prime 
Leekpaj, who has 
attack cm child pros* / 

Thailand, said Satradaj' 
try faced trade bqjKdH - 
not deal with this ptf • 
tbe continuing use^- 
labour. He said the 
child p ros ti t u tes was vo\- r\C‘ ^ ■ 

senior police officers a- j5|| 

(to sex-business opera* ' 
can’t have child - 
guarantee there wool . ..... 

more child prostitutes,.., ~ ■ = ~ 

Fifteen is tbe age off* v. : 
Thailand. . 
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Report: Alien v. ^ i 
cooperating wfc 
Connecticut c$ * 


NEW YORK (AP) — K c 
tor Woody AUen is cot y 
with Connecticut anfe®* 


ually abused ms. ^rk 
adopted daughter, teJeVj 
tion reported- Allen * 
next week frith a -Y 8 ® 
sexual abuse expert^T 
examining file dnkfcPr. 
also win turn over^p* 
reports, WNYW repp# 
Farrow, who broke^fl&j 
director after be beca®e| 
with her adopted dan#® 
Yi Previn, has acoeecH 
molesting Dylan. WN*? 
sources it didn't ’ideti* 
Dylan told her moth^ 
enforcement officials; * 

I told them everytith*^* 
my hands over my eart 50 
have to hear it.*" • ■./. 
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